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IN PERU
Dear loyal readers, readers and new readers!
After receiving a lot of feedback, we decided to make some changes to our newsletter. Indeed, as we organize some
recurring activities bringing structure and stability into our planning, . we wanted this structure to be mirrored in our
newsletter: we made some fixed headings were the text will remain the same, but the pictures will change every
month.
These headings are: the monthly visit to the hot springs of Cconoc, the monthly visit to the orphanage of Cachora, the
weekly classes in the mountain schools of Puka Puka and Ccocchua, the knitting project of our mothers and the monthly
siblings day. A few subjects will be different every time: the theme of the month, important holidays like Mother’s Day,
Christmas,.. , the farewell of our volunteers, presents for the children, activities in Belgium,...

Teachers on strike for 60 days
In June, the entire country was affected by social unrest.. Teachers, doctors and miners decided to lay down work
demanding higher wages and better working conditions. The protests and negotiations continued on and on, and no
agreement was reached. The teachers asked for a wage increase from 1400 soles now to 4000 soles, but the
government wasn’t ready to meet this requirement. The possible introduction of a teacher evaluation added more fuel
to the fire. The children did not go to school for two months because of all this. Then the government announced that
after 60 days strike the children would lose their school year and so all public school pupils,, would have to start their
year all over again. Fortunately, the teachers returned to their classes on the 61st day and were ready to teach everyday
a little bit longer until December to compensate for the lost time.
Oye LENA didn’t participate at the strike. On the contrary, we opened our doors for all the children who once graduated
and didn’t have anywhere to go for two months. In these months we had to abandon our usual planning and we worked
on a daily basis with children from 3 until 9 years. So with a few volunteers we worked on double speed.

Theme based working

At Oye LENA we use themes to work with: as well with our special kids as the toddlers, at the project and at the classes
at the mountain schools. Every month we pick a new theme that runs like a common thread through all the lessons and
classes. These themes are fixed for three school years. Every theme is linked with (Peruvian/Belgian) objectives where
not only cognitive goals are important, but socially and emotionally well-being and attitudes too. In every theme we
incorporate methods like development movement," snoezelen", multi-sensory storytelling,...
Our education starts from the children's living environment, consisting of challenges and experiences, calls for
experimenting and exploring and forms the basis for motivated learning. Through “playful learning” and “learning by
doing” we try to stimulate the development of the child to increase his chances for a better future.

June = theme ‘Fairy Tales’
During the month of June we chose as a central theme ‘Fairy Tales’. The first two weeks we read aloud every day one
page of ‘the Snow Princess’ and learned about ice and snow. In the experimental class the kids were allowed to explore
by themselves, which they loved! In the third week we worked with the fairy tale ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. At the end of
this week the volunteers organized a hands puppet show. They laughed a lot while preparing and the kids too had the
time of their lives during the show. The last week we choose a different book every day and classes were organized in
function of the book chosen.
By Delphine Coomans & Lisa De Wolf

We also celebrate father’s day!
On a sunny Thursday we all were ready to celebrate father’s day. We organized a lot of funny games and hoped that
many fathers would come, but as. We already feared, only 2 dads showed up. Luckily a lot of moms and older kids came,
so the celebration went on as planned. The mothers told us they often had to play the father role (besides being a
mother), so they came as fathers today. ;-)
We prepared 3 different games: one with a guinea pig who had to run into one of the surrounding boxes, one with a frog
where you needed to throw coins into the frog's open mouth and the last one is a typical Peruvian game where you have
to throw coins in the right rectangles. They all participated with a lot of enthusiasm and joy and they won some lovely
prices. At the end we ate a lot of gelatin and rice pudding. It tasted wonderful and everyone couldn’t get enough of it.
It felt like a perfect ending of a beautiful and sunny day.
By Hanna Dunkelberg and Elien Luyts

Weekly visits at the mountain schools of Ccocchua en Puka Puka
Once a week we go to a remote mountain school, alternating at Puka Puka and Ccochua. We give classes to the toddlers
and try to improve the level of education, in cooperation with the local teacher. We want to teach them methodologies
like write dance, snoezelen (or controlled multisensory environment), development movement (sherborne), and
multisensory storytelling.
The children in these mountain towns mostly or exclusively speak Quechua at home, while classes at school are given in
Spanisch. In addition most kids have low-skilled parents who not always (?) acknowledge the importance of education
and do not stimulate the development of their child at home. For this reason the children have a huge disadvantage
compared to their peers.
Ccochua is a 45 minutes’ drive away from the project. Miss Myriam has nine students in her class, from the age of 3 to 6
years old. The classes take place at the home of one of the mothers and the room is very small, dark and has a low
ceiling.
Puka Puka is only a 20 minutes’ drive away from the project. Miss Pelaya has 5 students in the age from 3 to 6. Apart
from the nursery school there is a primary school as well, where all ages are divided over two groups. The classroom is a
little bit bigger, but the means of the teacher stay very limited. By visiting these schools we try to support the local
teachers and to improve the level of education. As well the volunteers, children and the teachers react enthusiastic for
now!

Monthly visit to the thermal baths of Cconoc

Once a month we pay a visit to the hot spring of Cconoc, 20 minutes away from the project. One month with our
toddlers, the other with our disabled students. In the first place we teach the toddlers to enjoy water. The ones that feel
ready can start doing preparatory exercises for swimming.
The children of Curahuasi rarely or never go to the hot springs, which makes that a lot of children are afraid of the water
the first time. They overcome their fear rather quickly and in the end they cannot wait to be in the water again!

Parental participation

Every month we meet up with the parents of our children, having a snack and a drink and we show them pictures of the
last month.
First of all we want to keep them updated about the ins and outs at Oye LENA and the evolution of their child. Next to
this we also organize workshops to teach the parents how they can stimulate their child and its education. We talk about
education in general, the difficulties that go hand in hand with this and the importance of healthy food and health.
Some of the mothers we see more frequently. They cooperate in the project “Mamita Made Materials”. These are
objects (mittens, scarves, dolls,...) made by them. All of the profit goes to them and them alone. More information about
this project can be found at Facebook under the same name.

Brister’s day (Brother and sisters of our special children)

In the past we noticed that are special kids were not always treated rightly by their siblings. In some cases we even
experienced abuse and more specifically jealousy towards the presents and care they were given at the project. By
organizing this day we want to include the siblings. The objective is to offer them psychological support and to pay
attention to their feelings. In this way we try to reinforce the relations between the siblings in order to improve the
quality of life for both sides.

Monthly visit to the orphanage of Cachora

In May 2016 we discovered that two of our loyal students, Brayan and Jesús, were abandoned at the orphanage of
Cachora and so we decided to pay them a visit. It was heartbreaking and -warming at the same time and by experiencing
these mixed emotions, we were compelled to return every month.
The boys nearly have no contact with their mother and little brother. She merely visits them once or twice a year. It is
obvious they still suffer from the situation, but after a long period of domestic violence and abuse we hope they will
have more stability in their lives and a better future.
To contribute to these goals we go visit them one Sunday a month to organize activities, catch up and eat and drink
something nice. The focus is on entertainment and joy! We want to offer the kids a day where they look forward to
every month. Time after time a nice day, that lasts too short!

Happy birthday!

We celebrate the birthdays of our children with a personalized crown, a song and a present. Sometimes godparents
send a gift to their godchildren or they donate a little bit more so we can buy something. The other children receive a
present out of the big birthday box.

Diana celebrated her 13th anniversary and received a cute “Frozen” doll from Delphine Cooman.
Maria became 14 years old and choose a cuddly toy, while little Roy, becoming 4 years old, wanted a ball!

Short messages
Volunteer Charline Loontjens became Karen’s godmother and bought a present for her. Thanks!
Two volunteers, Jehan Vandedrinck and Elisa Doutreloigne had a lot of material with them when they arrived, thanks a
lot!

A lot of bikinis, shorts and presents
Volunteer Delphine Coomans and her parents and grandparents asked us what we needed most at the project. We
immediately had our monthly visit to the hot springs of Cconoc in mind. Most of the children have to swim in their
underpants and especially the girls are embarrassed by this! That is why Delphine bought swimming suits for all of the
girls and boys. As our monthly trip was planned in the immediate future, we organized a big water fun party. All of us
had a hell of a time! Delphine also bought presents for children that didn’t get a present in a while.
Thank you all!

Volunteers come and go
Oye LENA works with volunteers: people from all over the world who want to help. The amount of volunteers varies
throughout the year, but 3/4th of the year we can count on 10 volunteers. Some volunteers stay for 4 weeks, whilst
others stay a year. But every visit and contribution is valued. Our volunteers are keyfigures; thanks to them every day we
can achieve every day our goals.
Regretfully, a lot of our volunteers had to leave us in the month of June.
Four of them ended their apprenticeship, so they also had to stop their training. Charline Loontjes studied Reeducation
at the KDG Hogeschool Antwerp, Belgium and worked around cerebral palsy, Down syndrome and adhesion disorder.
Hendrik Vuerinckx studied International Management at the KU Leuven, Belgium and worked on our volunteer policy,
Lisa de Wolf and Delphine Campos studied occupational therapy at Thomas More Hogeschool in Belgium and they
worked around ' Writing Dance ' and “Toddlers working with a tablet '. Four wonderful students who all worked on very
good projects.
Apart from the students, we had to say goodbye to 5 other volunteers, namely Belgians Jehan Vandedrinck, Elisa
Doutreloigne and Liesbet Van Valckenborgh, US citizen Neil Hannan and German Hanna Dunkleberg
Thanks to all nine, your dedication, ideas, help and love were more than perfect. You have done a fantastic job and you
will be missed! We hope to see you again soon

IN BELGIUM
School ‘De Regenboog’ from Grimbergen, Belgium supports Oye LENA
School ‘De Regenboog’ in Grimbergen Belgium organized their school festival on June 10 th. Lautaro De Dauw the,
handyman at the school, organized an apple and drinks sales in the run-up to this festival. All children were asked to try
to sell apples and drinks at home or to friends and this for charity benefit. Our project, Oye LENA was chosen for this! At
the school party itself, they sold the leftover of the apples and also many of our Mamita-Made Materials (see below).
780 euros was the astonishing result! A fantastic nice amount of money!
Thanks Latauro and everyone who helped.

Two ex-students represented Oye Lena at KDG Highschool in Antwerp
On the 12th of May students Lisa Vermeulen and Fleur Wetzels presented our project at the “Country Market” at KDG
Hogeschool in Antwerp, Belgium. From January until March they did an internship at Oye LENA. All the students going
abroad for internship, have to present their project at this market, informing in this way future students about their
possible options. On the 20th of June they did their presentation again, at the so called Bachelor’s thesis fair, where also
third parties are invited. Thanks girls, you make great ambassadors!

At the occasion of her birthday Chris Vijt organized a little afternoon tea party. From the 100 euros she collected, she
donated 40 euros to Oye LENA. The remaining money goes to her mother and a birthday present. Thank you!
Yana Van Melder organized a waffle sale for Oye LENA and collected 140 euros. Thank you!
Ingrid Hendriks made a nice multisensory snake for our special children. Thanks!

65th birthday and release of the cookbook ‘Thuiskomen’ (‘Coming home’)
On the 3th of June, Jos en Martine organized a big party for Jos’ 65th birthday. Shana Berrevoets, volunteer and the
answerable person for a working group, was happy to represent Oye LENA .
Jos wrote a cook book and wanted to share this with friends and family, and this with only one condition: not to bring
money, but to donate money to Oye LENA instead.
On a sunny afternoon 120 guests were welcomed at the bistro Marché-Couverts at the heart of Antwerp, Belgium. It
was a cozy afternoon with snacks and drinks offered. After the presentation of the book ‘Thuiskomen’ everyone could
take his copy home.
Together the guests donated 2850 euros! Thank you Jos, Martine and all their invitees!

Mamita Made Materials, a wool project, for and by our mothers

Mamita Made is a project we started January 2017. The only intention of this small project is helping the mothers of the
pupils by giving them a decent wage in exchange for knitting.
Over and over again, many mothers quite desperately were asking for a job or begging for financial help! We didn’t
know how exactly to help these moms. In the past we proposed them already to knit or crochet hats, scarves, sweaters,
etc., but, surprisingly, no one reacted positively. Later on we discovered why: nobody had the financial means to buy the
necessary wool. So…. We decided to provide for the wool ourselves!
From now on we supply a few balls of wool to the mothers who wish to be a part of the new project. They also are able
to consult some specialized magazines as an inspiration source. In exchange for a knitted or crocheted item, they obtain
a fee. A part of the profit goes to the mothers, a part to Oye LENA for buying new wool!

We were able to sell some of the Mamita Made Materials: two pouches to godmother Vanessa Burms, one to volunteer
Hendrik Vuerinckx, a doll to volunteer Charline, a hat to volunteer Fleur Wetzels, and a pooch to godmother Ilse
Maertens.

HELP US HELP MARLENI
Two years ago, when we first got to know Marleni, her malformed leg which was caused by a poorly-treated open leg
fracture bared our concern. The story we heard from the mom about the cause of the fracture was doubtful. We went
with Marleni to Diospy, the hospital in the village and the doctors took X-ray photos. They observed that the fracture
had caused her malformed leg and that we had to return within six months when a traumatologist would be present.
After six months, the traumatologist told us to wait because there was a chance her leg would recover itself. No sooner
said than done and in April this year, the doctors took X-ray pictures another time and saw there was a slight
improvement, again they told us to wait. Meanwhile, Marleni keeps on experiencing difficulties: walking is tough,
running is too hard and she also complains about pain regularly. We therefore decided to consult a second opinion at
Kausay Wasi Clinic, in Coja, at a 4-hour drive from the project. This clinic was founded in 2005 by Guido and Sandra Del
Prado to provide medical assistance to Peru's poorest.
There, they told us that Marleni needs surgery and that she needs to be examined in February when Dr. David Shaw, an
orthopedagogic surgeon, will be in the hospital. The research will be 200 soles. The operation will be much more
expensive, but as Marleni's parents live in poverty, the hospital will incur these costs. We want to provide
transportation, accommodation, food and aftercare to create the best possible conditions for an optimal healing
process. Hopefully, Marleni will be able soon to walk and run without pain and play with her peers. How much money
this adventure will cost, we do not know at the moment.
That's why we ask you, who wants to support Marleni in this big adventure? All bits are welcome!
We welcome deposits with a big smile on our account BE28068897530620 stating 'Marleni operation'.
If you like a taxi certificate, donations should be made to the account number of LZG: BE48 5230 8027 2427 stating ‘NGO
Oye LENA – Marleni operatie’.

BECOME A GODPARENT
OYE LENA IS ALWAYS LOOKING FOR MORE GODPARENTS!
Offer a whole new future to a child for only a couple of eurocents a day.
Thanks in advance!
Godparents can let us know if they prefer to sponsor a boy or a girl, aged 3 or 4. When you become a godparent, you
receive a picture via e‐mail.
Most communication will happen via e‐mail in order to keep costs down. Two times a year you will receive regular mail.
If you do not want to send your godchild messages via mail or e‐mail, that is no problem at all. If yes, you can do so in
English. We will make sure a translation is available. However, keep in mind that our children are still very young. A nice
picture will do more than a long letter. Also, do not forget that it can take a while before your letters arrive in Peru. If
you want to avoid long waiting times, it is also possible to send an e‐mail. We will make sure your e‐mail gets printed
and given to the child. You can send your e‐mail to oyelena.peru@gmail.com.
The postal address is:
ONG OYE LENA (Stefanie Van Erps + the name of your godchild)
Oficina oficial de correos de Curahuasi,
Curahuasi,
Abancay,
Apurimac,
Peru
It is also possible for you to come and visit the project and your godchild, just tell us in advance if you want to come
over.
In order to make sure payments go as smoothly as possible, it is best to use a standing order. That way, you
automatically deposit a fixed amount into our bank account (a minimum of €10 = €0.30 a day). Oye LENA has a Belgian
bank account: BE28 06889753 0620 BIC: GKCCBEBB
The money is not destined to your individual godchild, but will be used for EVERY child on the project, for:





buying food and drinks. The children receive a free lunch, fruit, a snack and drinks every day;
financing visits to the doctor’s, where the children receive free treatment and medication;
buying toys and educational materials;
celebrating birthdays and other festivities: cake and presents!

If you wish to stop being a godparent, you can do so anytime. You only have to send us an e‐mail and cancel your
standing order.
We will also keep you up to date with all the latest developments of the project and your godchild!

DID YOU KNOW ...
You can receive a tax certificate for your donations from € 40 and more?!
This certificate can be added to your tax declaration and the amount of your donation will be deducted from your
taxable income.

To determine if you have the right to a tax certificate for a certain assessment year, all the donations you did during that
year are being count up at the beginning of the next assessment year. If you reach a total sum of € 40 or more, you
receive a tax certificate (at the beginning of the year following to the year you made the donation in).
The certificate will only be given for donation to the account number:
IBAN BE48 5230 8027 2427 / BIC TRIOBEBB
Leraars zonder Grenzen vzw, Jan de Graefstraat 7, 2600 Berchem
with mention: “donation for ONG Oye LENA”

