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IN PERU 

Theme: the four elements: air, earth, water and fire.  

During the month of May the four elements were chosen as main theme. The first element to start with was air. The 

toddlers were offered a multisensory class about wind, had to practice a poem and learned everything about gravity. 

During the week of the earth there was a trip around the world where they tested their balance, the toddlers made a 

trip through the forest where they discovered different smells and they learned how to take care of the planet, for 

example by not throwing bit of papers on the ground. The highlight of the month was without any doubt the visit of 

the fire brigade during the "fire week". During this week experiments with fire were organized, as well as a real 

fireman training and much more! We closed this exciting month with a week about water in which the toddlers 

could test what floats and what does not and they could listen to different water sounds. It was an interesting month 

in which there were a lot of nice classes which were enjoyed by both the volunteers and our toddlers!  

By Sara Defoor 

   

25/05/2017 Fire brigade of Curahuasi visits Oye LENA  

As last year and the year before, the fire brigade of Curahuasi came over to pay us a visit! Every year was different. 

The first year the children had to look for fire hazards in the house, the second year they were allowed to work with 

the fire fighter and this year the firemen  showed all the materials used by firefighters  and they transported one of 

the toddlers on their stretcher to the ambulance. For the occasion our volunteers had dressed as fire and kept the 

class doll Lola in captivity. The toddlers had to expel the fire with water balloons, no need to tell this was a huge  

success! Thanks to the local fire service and to all of the wet volunteers 

   

 

 

 

 



12/05/2017 Mother’s Day  

Friday the 12th of June was a special day at Oye Lena.  At the occasion of Mother’s Day we invited all our mothers. 

Early in the morning we started baking around 200 pancakes, more than a crazy challenge! At noon we decorated 

the school with red balloons and messages were written on the windows, it looked really amazing. At 2 o’clock we 

welcomed the mothers. Together with their children they could choose between different activities in the theme 

‘Beauty farm’. They could choose between putting on facemasks, giving massages, putting on nail polish, tattoos and 

dresses or make each other’s hair pretty. When they brought it to a successful end, they received a bottle cap with a 

number on it that they could use for the tombola later on that day. After the quality time between child and mother, 

it was the children’s turn. They sang the song ‘mama linda’ and gave their presents, a handmade card and cup with 

candies in it. At the end the day there were pancakes and hot chocolate and a tombola with toys and clothes. A 

beautiful day!  

By Lisa De Wolf and Delphine Coomans 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18/05/2017 Monthly Bristers day  (brothers and sisters) 

In May we had another sibling’s day. We invited all the brothers and sisters of or special kids, for an afternoon 

especially for them and their brothers or sisters. Unluckily, Jean Pier's brother was not able to assist, but his cousin 

was more than happy to come along. We started by decorating a flower pot to plant some seeds in afterwards.  

After that first hour the special kids left and we did a small workshop about Cerebral Palsy (CP)1. This was part of my 

project as a student at Oye LENA's. We did a couple of games to let the children experience how it is to live with CP. 

At the end we asked them what they thought of the exercises and how it would be like to live with this disease. We 

got a good response and all of the siblings realized that it isn’t easy at all. Again a successful sibling’s day. 

By Charline Loontjens 

 

 New wheelchair for Diana thanks to VIGO 

Since August 2017 Diana uses a rudimentary wheelchair (as is used in hospitals for sick patients), she slides down in 

it and her head falls forward, a baby feeding chair 

with a ribbon to fix her offers a temporary 

solution but is still not ideal. We addressed 

ourselves to Vigo, a company specialized in 

technical orthopaedics. They already donated a 

wheelchair to Clariza and fixed the wheelchair of 

Jean Pier. Again they wanted to help us! We will 

get a wheelchair, still too big for Diana, but we will 

adjust it so that it fits well. An enormous 

improvement! 

 

Thanks Vigo, you guys are fantastic! 

  

15/05/2017 Workshop Cerebral Parsy  

                                                             
1 Cerebral palsy (CP) is a group of permanent movement disorders that appear in early childhood. Signs and symptoms vary 
among people Often, symptoms include poor coordination, stiff muscles, weak muscles, and tremors There may be problems 
with sensation, vision, hearing, swallowing, and speaking Often babies with cerebral palsy do not roll over, sit, crawl, or walk as 
early as other children of their age. Other symptoms include seizures and problems with thinking or reasoning, each of which 
occurs in about one third of people with CP While the symptoms may get more noticeable over the first few years of life, the 
underlying problems do not worsen over time. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Movement_disorders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spasticity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tremor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_perception
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hearing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swallowing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speaking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seizures
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cognition


As every month I organized a workshop, this time about Cerebral Palsy. This was very useful, because there are three 

kids with Cerebral Palsy at Oye LENA: Clariza, Diana and Jean Pier. We looked at what we already knew, at the way 

we work, and how we could improve our work with these kids. The volunteers showed a lot of interest and 

everybody learned a lot! 

By Charline Loontjens 

20/05/2017 Monthly visit to the orphanage and Brayan & Jesús 

On Saturday the 20th of May, three of our volunteers went to visit the children of the orphanage in Cachora. 

Normally we would do some outdoor games and then we would end our visit by eating cake and drinking juice 

together. This time however, we wanted to do something different for Brayan’s birthday. Instead of just buying an 

apple pie from the bakery, the children made their very own pie. It was really nice to see how they were all cooking 

together and having a good time as a group. After making the cake of four layers high, they decorated it with a touch 

of chocolate crisps. In the end every cake was a little master piece!  And seeing all the empty plates, I think I can say 

that they liked their own sweet creations.  

By Brit Scheerlinck  

 

We went to the orphanage to celebrate Brayan's Birthday and we offered him a jigsaw(puzzle), Marleni received a 

nice Peppa Pig cuddle offered by her godmother Katleen Emmery and Liset’s presents from each of her godmothers: 

Elisa Raes and .. , we brought all the way to Abancay, a half an hour’s drive.  

  
 

 

25/05/2017 Day of kindergarten  



The ‘day of kindergarten’ in Peru is celebrated with a big parade in the streets of Curahuasi. At five p.m. we picked 

up Diana and Clariza. Unfortunately Jean Pier was not at home. It was beautiful to see all the lanterns in the dark. 

We also provided some minion lanterns to our kids. They were more than happy to carry them around. We saw 

some amazing other kinds of lanterns: some in the shape of a dragon another like a rocket. Curahuasi was really lit 

up thanks to all these colors and lights.  

By Hanna Dunkelberg and Elien Luyts 

     

   
Volunteers come and go!  

   

 



This month we said goodbye to Brit S., a fantastic young lady with her heart in the right place. She stayed longer than 

planned to be able to continue to work. And working she did, no task was too much for her! Thanks for the nice 2 

months. 

In addition, Alicia Liang Canadian also helped us four weeks; she enjoyed the Peruvian highlights and worked with 

our children in the meantime. A nice way to discover a country! In addition, she offered a lot of laminating foil. 

Thanks Alicia! 

Finally, we also had to say goodbye to student Fara Randria. She came all the way from France to strengthen our 

team for 3 months. She was really great with our kids and we are sure they all learned a lot. Thanks for everything! 

Short Messages 

Naymar got a beautiful truck and a letter from his Austrian godparents Christine and Wolfgang Bauer. Asiri received 

a nice bracelet and a T-shirt from her godmother Joanna Van der Jonckheyd (grandmother volunteer Laura C)! And 

Clariza was offered  a package full of bracelets, letters, T-shirts and a nice little book. Thanks to all of you!  

  

Roel Verhaert and Katleen Loos lived and worked for 10 months at Oye LENA last year. They did this together with 

their daughters Wine and Tonke. In March, project manager Stefanie went to visit them in Belgium and she left 

carrying many gifts Our extraordinary children were pampered: Clariza, Lucho, Fernando and Marleni were allowed 

to open a present! All of you are great and extremely kind and you are still more than missed! 

    



 
 

IN BELGIUM 

Peruvian Katia and Belgian Dominiek support Oye LENA from Belgium!  

On the 6th ofMarch, Dominiek Druart and his Peruvian wife Katia Villaseca gave a presentation on Peru, and about 

Oye LENA, for the Rural Guild of Wervik, Belgium. This presentation was linked to a sober meal. So they raised 

403,50 euros for our project, A very nice amount! Dominiek is a world traveller, his ins and outs can be followed on 

his website: www.myworldtrips.com 

Thanks Katia, Dominiek and the Rural Guild of Wervik and everyone present for your support! 

In May, it was the turn of the youth to raise money: Dominiek's nephews, (Noah & Matti) of the Tree of Life in 

Marke, organized a growing feast together with their classmates Mia, Jens, Bram, Noah, Aipha, Alicia, Chenoa & 

Xaviera. In preparation, they organized a water bucket challenge with which they collected money, also for our 

project. At their feast, they ask friends and family to donate something. In the end they raised 186,50 euros! 

 

 

 
 

https://ssl.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?from=&to=en&a=He%20is%20a%20world%20traveller%2C%20his%20ins%20and%20outs%20can%20be%20followed%20on%20his%20website%3A%20www.myworldtrips.com
https://ssl.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?from=&to=en&a=He%20is%20a%20world%20traveller%2C%20his%20ins%20and%20outs%20can%20be%20followed%20on%20his%20website%3A%20www.myworldtrips.com


Short messages  
 
Workgroup responsible Shana Berrevoets and her husband Maarten van Rompaey represented Oye LENA at the 

Sfinks Mundial Festival on May 25th in Boechout,2 Belgium. They also sold all sorts of Peruvian goodies and collected 

xx Euro. Thanks a lot!! 

Family of ex-volunteer Caroline Dufour, Monique De Cock and Leon van Lokeren, offered a  xx for Oye LENA. In 

addition, Caroline working at  VRT3, was able to provide our children nice Ketnet T-shirts4, these will be taken to Peru 

in December. All of you thank you very much!  

BECOME A GODPARENT 

OYE LENA IS ALWAYS LOOKING FOR MORE GODPARENTS! 

Offer a whole new future to a child for only a couple of eurocents a day. 

Thanks in advance! 

Godparents can let us know if they prefer to sponsor a boy or a girl, aged 3 or 4. When you become a godparent, you 

receive a picture via e‐mail.  

Most communication will happen via e‐mail in order to keep costs down. Two times a year you will receive regular 

mail.  

If you do not want to send your godchild messages via mail or e‐mail, that is no problem at all. If yes, you can do so 

in English. We will make sure a translation is available. However, keep in mind that our children are still very young. 

A nice picture will do more than a long letter. Also, do not forget that it can take a while before your letters arrive in 

Peru. If you want to avoid long waiting times, it is also possible to send an e‐mail. We will make sure your e‐mail gets 

printed and given to the child. You can send your e‐mail to oyelena.peru@gmail.com. 

The postal address is: 

ONG OYE LENA (Stefanie Van Erps + the name of your godchild) 
Oficina oficial de correos de Curahuasi,  
Curahuasi,  
Abancay,  
Apurimac,  
Peru 
 

It is also possible for you to come and visit the project and your godchild, just tell us in advance if you want to come 

over. 

In order to make sure payments go as smoothly as possible, it is best to use a standing order. That way, you 

automatically deposit a fixed amount into our bank account (a minimum of €10 = €0.30 a day). Oye LENA has a 

Belgian bank account: BE28 06889753 0620 BIC: GKCCBEBB 

The money is not destined to your individual godchild, but will be used for EVERY child on the project, for: 

 buying food and drinks. The children receive a free lunch, fruit, a snack and drinks every day; 

 financing visits to the doctor’s, where the children receive free treatment and medication; 

 buying toys and educational materials; 

 celebrating birthdays and other festivities: cake and presents! 

                                                             
2 Sfinks is a global pop festival organized in the month of July in Boechout, Belgium, a little town situated southwest of Antwerp 
3 Belgian broadcast company 
4 Ketnet is the children network of the VRT 



If you wish to stop being a godparent, you can do so anytime. You only have to send us an e‐mail and cancel your 

standing order.  

We will also keep you up to date with all the latest developments of the project and your godchild! 

DID YOU KNOW ... 

You can receive a tax certificate for your donations from € 40 and more?!  

This certificate can be added to your tax declaration and the amount of your donation will be deducted from your 

taxable income. 

To determine if you have the right to a tax certificate for a certain assessment year, all the donations you did during 

that year are being count up at the beginning of the next assessment year. If you reach a total sum of € 40 or more, 

you receive a tax certificate (at the beginning of the year following to the year you made the donation in). 

The certificate will only be given for donation to the account number: 

IBAN BE48 5230 8027 2427 / BIC TRIOBEBB 

Leraars zonder Grenzen vzw, Jan de Graefstraat 7, 2600 Berchem 

with mention: “donation for ONG Oye LENA” 

 

 

 


