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Dear loyal readers and new readers, 

After receiving quite some feedback, we decided to make some changes to our newsletter. Our operations have become 
more stable after all these years, with a number of activities that provide structure to our planning. We wanted this 
structure to be mirrored in our newsletter: in the green boxes, we created some fixed sections with general information. 
Under the green boxes, you will find new information and pictures.  

AT THE PROJECT 

Special events 

Vacation!  

In Peru, summer holidays take place during the months of January and February. However, January and February mean 
rainy season in Peru! A lot of places are unreachable during these months due to roads becoming inaccessible or 
unusableΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΣ ǎƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǎ needed.  

CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƭiday in Curahuasi: day-ŎŀǊŜΣ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎŀƳǇǎΧΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
So, every year, we open our doors for all the toddlers, graduated children AND all the special kids.  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƪƛŘǎ, the other kids join them in the afternoƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ор 
participants every afternoon! A busy, but also a cheerful crowd!  

Unfortunately, during these two months we cannot go to the mountain schools in Puka Puka or to Ccocchua.   

 

End of the vacation = fiesta de promoción = graduation party!  

On Friday the 23rd of February we held a party at the project! Traditionally, Peruvian schools organise a graduation party 
ŦƻǊ ΨƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƴƎΩ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ !ǘ hȅŜ [Ŝƴŀ ǿŜ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ that the oldest toddlers, those who start secondary 
school soon after, are celebrated.  

Our volunteers created a fun and educational show about nutrition and sports. With the help of an inflatable bag, the 
oldest children pretended to have a bigger belly in order to show the parents that this is not okay and that everyone 
needs healthy food and sports. After the show we organised several activities with the children to set an example: we 
danced to ΨIƻŎƪȅ tƻŎƪŜȅΩ ŀƴŘ  pretended to be cheerleaders while the volunteers played finger-football. After all this 
activity, we got hungry and the children had to find the healthy snacks out of a bunch of other snacks. Those who did not 
succeed got a plate of whipped cream in their face! This lead to lots of laughs! In the end, everybody became quiet again 
with the help of some yoga and songs. 

Afterwards Karen, Damaris, Marleni, Rossel, Jhoncito, Jerson and Naymar got their place in spotlight. They all received a 
backpack filled with school supplies, a graduation cap and a diploma, solemnly handed overby Stefanie. 

Normally, we end the evening with a whole lot of traditional sweets, but this years the parents got healthy appetizers 
and snacks: carrots and dip, guacamole on toast, salty pancakes and popcorn, fruit brochettes and three different kinds 
of iced-tea.  

In the meantime, Sara made some very cool balloon animals and other figures while the children and volunteers became 

the stars of the dancefloor! It was a very successful evening!  

 

 



 

 

 

 



Backpacks for the graduates, thanks to our ex-volunteer Amy 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ нлмсΣ !ƳȅΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨIǳƴǘƛƴƎǘƻǿƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩ ƛƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ a volunteer at the 
project. After her return to Maryland, she wanted to continue her support for Oye LENA and she decided to do so by 
buying backpacks full of school supplies for the graduating children. She did so last year and repeated her gesture this 
year!  

The best part of it all, is that Amy came by just in time this year for the graduation party! This way she could hand out 
the backpacks herself and enjoy all the happy faces. Thank you, Amy and everyone who helped with this amazing gift!  

 

 

Visit to the doctor  

In 2017, we regularly visited the hospital. And as you could read in the newsletter of December, every year we visit the 
dentist as well. Afterwards, parents are expected to return to the dentist, if necessary. There they can get a dental 
treatment almost free of charge.   

The teeth of almost all the toddlers were in such bad shape that they had to urgently revisit the dentist. Still, almost 
ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻƻƪ ŀƴȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘŜeth were in the worst shape 
(Marleni, Jean Pier, Jose Abel, Lucho, Fernando, Karen, Clariza and Maria). Almost all of them need multiple intensive 
treatments. This year, we will follow up with the mothers more strictly and encourage them to visit the dentist regularly 
as their ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ cute smiles are almost unbearable to watch.  

After his eye surgery, Fernando needed to go back to the eye specialist so we went with him. Afterwards he got some 
newly customized glasses.  

We also accompanied  David and Roy and his mother,ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΦ wƻȅ ƘŀŘ a large burn on his arm, while 
David had a swollen eye due to a bee sting. Luckily the doctor took good care of them and they are both on the better 
hand!  

Thanks to the good care of the Peruvian health centre and the German hospital Diospy Suyana, all the children will 
recover. 

 

 

 



Marleni ς leg surgery - update  

TO REPEAT:  

When we got to know Marleni, two years ago, her malformed leg, due to a badly treated leg fracture, worried us. Her 
mother told us what caused the injury, but her story seems dubious. 

So, took Marleni to the German hospital in the village, Diospy Suyana, to get X-rays taken. There they established that 
the leg fracture caused the malformation and that we had to return in six months when the traumatologist would arrive. 
After six months, the traumatologist told us that the best thing to do was to wait, let the leg heal by itself and return 
after a year for a check-up. Later that year, in April, we went for another X-ray and the doctors noticed a small 
improvement. They told us again to return in a year.  

Meanwhile, Marleni continues to struggle: walking is hard and running even more difficult, she falls often and complains 
ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŀƛƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ŀǘ Yŀǳǉŀȅ ²ŀǎƛ /ƭƛƴƛŎ ƛƴ /ƻƧŀΣ ŀ оΣрƘ ƭƻƴƎ ǘǊƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
project. This hospital was founded in 2005 by Guido and Sandra Del Prado in order to offer help to the poorest 
Peruvians. They told us that Marleni needed surgery and that they wanted to examine her more thoroughly when Dr. 
David Shaw, an orthopaedic surgeon, would arrive.    

 

UPDATE:  

Early February, Marleni, her mother and her brother went with us to the Kausay Wasi Clinic. Despite a day of waiting, 
only an X-ray was taken. They told us to return the next day so we returned to the hospital the next morning. Thankfully, 
ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƴƎ for Dr. Shaw to look at the X-ray. He decided that an operation was indeed necessary, 
told us that Marleni needed to return in three days for her surgery and explained the procedure. Afterwards, we went 
ƘƻƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊ aŀǊƭŜƴƛΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŎǊƛŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΦ  

However, we decided to get an extra opinion and returned to Diopsy Suyana and contacted a Belgian traumatologist. 
Both doctors shared the same opinion, an operation was necessary but with a completely different approach than the 
one proposed by Dr. Shaw. All these different answers made it difficult to decide. In the end we went with Diospy 
Suyana. First of all, because two European doctors shared the same opinion. Secondly, because the hospital is a 5-
ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǊƭŜƴƛΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ǿŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ !ƴŘ ƭŀǎǘƭȅΣ 5ǊΦ {Ƙŀǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ 
America again one week after MŀǊƭŜƴƛΩǎ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ, whilethe German doctor would remain in the hospital for years. He 
would be able to observe her recovery, help her with the aftercare and perform the necessary follow-up surgeries 
during her growth.  

The surgery will take place when Stefanie Van Erps returns from Belgium in the end April, beginning of May. We will 
keep you posted! 

 

 
 

 



Theme based working  

At Oye LENA, we use monthly themes in our work with our special kids as, our toddlers, as well as the project and the 
classes in the mountain schools. Every month, we pick a new theme, which will then become the common theme 
through all the lessons and classes. These themes are fixed for three school years. Every theme is linked with (Peruvian/ 
Belgian) objectives, whereby not only cognitive goals are important, but also social and emotional well-being, as well as 
attitudes. In every theme, we incorporate methods like 'Sherborne' (or Development Movement), 'Snoezelen' (or 
Controlled Multisensory Environment), learning centres, Multisensory Storytelling,...  

Our education starts from the children's living environment and  consists of challenges and experiences, calls for 
experimenting and exploring. This forms the basis for motivated learning. Through 'playful learning' and 'learning by 
doing', we try to stimulate the development of the child to increase its chances of a better future. 

January = theme Magic   

In January, we worked around the theme magic and pirates. Wizards, fairies, witches, trolls and pirates came by and 
provided a whole spectacle during the lessons and άcorner workέ. 

We spent our whole Friday afternoon treasure hunting in a big pirate-inspired game and, in the end, it was found! Just 
like every other month, the teachers performed a play, which was a big success.   

February = theme Dinosaurs 

February meant dinosaur month. Firstly, everybody learned the dino-song and afterwards learned more about the life of 
dinosaurs. We had lessons about their food, ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻǳƴŘǎΧ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ 
The children also learned some new games, made dino-pudding and painted with dino-paws. The eldest children played a 
shadow game with different dinosaurs during their lesson.  

We had a lot of fun in this dinosaur filled month!  

By Nele De Dobbeleer   

 

 

 



Monthly visit to the hot springs of Cconoc 

Once a month we pay a visit to the hot springs of Cconoc, a 20 minutes drive away from the project. The one month we 
do this with our toddlers, the other month with our special children.  In the first place, we teach the toddlers to enjoy 
the water. The ones that feel ready can start doing preparatory exercises for swimming.  

Children in Curahuasi rarely or never go to a swimming pool, which causes a lot of children to be afraid of the water the 
first time. But they overcome their fear rather quickly, and in the end they cannot wait to jump into the water again! 

During the holidays, we also went swimming with the graduated children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


