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01/08/2016 Holidays! 
In Peru there is a school holiday of two weeks following the national holiday. For everybody... except for Oye Lena! 
But even so, the daily routine is a little bit different, because old acquaintances are invited  to come to play and to 
learn again on the project. So Yimy, Jhendy, Klaus, Lyndal, Carol Eva, Nohelia, Alberto and Damariz were enjoying  
Oye LENA just like in the old days. 



Just like last year we invited the fire brigade to 
learn our preschoolers all tips and tricks about 
fire prevention. To be well prepared they all made 
their own uniform and helmet and they also 
practiced a song to welcome the firefighters! The 
first encounter concluded, they suddenly had to 
rescue Lola, the class doll, who was in real danger 
caused by a fire! As our preschoolers were allowed 
to handle the fire hose themselves, everybody was 
more than happy.. And suddenly everyone was 
wet! What a nice afternoon! 

18/08/2016 Bomberos



In the month of August we decided to go to swim 
again in Cconoc with our preschoolers. The toddlers 
were divided into two groups, each group going to 

swim in turn, the non-swimmers were having courses 
on the project. I was lucky to take part as a volunteer 

both times and twice we had the pool almost to 
ourselves. The waterlevel in the pool was lowered 
so that the toddlers could play without any danger 

and as we had brought with us some inflatable toys, 
everybody was having a real nice time. After an hour 
of swimming it was time to take a shower and to eat 

our picnic. Then we returned back home tired but 
happy. 

by Sara Defoor

23/08/2016 Cconoc with toddlers



27/08/2016 Visit to the orphanage of Cachora 

On August 27th, we went to visit the orphanage 
again. As it was the first time for me, I was particularly 

excited to see Brayan and Jesus again after all this 
time. At our arrival, we were welcomed by those 

responsible of the orphanage. We were curious to 
learn how the orphanage was organized, as they were 
anxious to hear how we manage things at Oye Lena’s. 
It was more than clear to us that they were doing their 

job by putting all of their hearts and souls in it. Next, 
we went to see the children and to play games with 

them. We did so with the whole gang, children from 6 
to 14 year. After having played some games, Brayan 
was proud to show me where the children slept, one 
building for the girls and one for the boys, and then 
it was already time to return… We said goodbye and 

promised to return soon. A successful visit!!

by Sara Defoor



All of our children have two godparents. One of the godparents is someone they don’t know at all, and the other 
one is an ex-volunteer. The money from the sponsorship is used for all of the children: mostly to purchase food 
and drinks. The children receive on a daily basis fruit, a snack, a midday meal and drinks. The rest of the gifts are 
used to purchase toys and educational materials, and to be able to celebrate birthdays and other holidays with 
cake and presents! Last but not least it serves to pay the wages of our Peruvian cook and Peruvian teacher. 

Some godparents choose to send extra gifts, others do not. Everyone is free to do as they find suited, but, as we 
want our children to be treated on an equal basis, we keep a list of who already received something and who did 
not. If children receive little or nothing, we make sure they receive something in the name of their godparents! 

We would like to thank all of our godfathers and godmothers for their loyal support and this during so many 
years!

Presents from godparents!

Rossel was offered a real special backpack by his godmother Sara Defoor and Yessenia received a singing doll 
from her godmother Jill Schaekels. Damaris received clothes, sunglasses and color pencils from her godmother 
Nathalie Freson and Jean-Pierre received clothes and a blanket from his godmother Céline Malfait. Nina Van Belle 
offered Yimy and Ruth Betsy (her mothers godchild) a packet of clothes. A lot of happy faces !



We decided to take Fernando (visually impaired) and Lucho (blind) to the ophthalmologist of the German hospital,  
Diospy Suyana. The doctor told us that there was nothing that could be done to Lucho’s situation, also the cause 
of his disease would be hard to identify. Fernando’s situation however, was not that bad: he was suffering of 
cataract and thanks to a rather simple eye surgery he would be able to regain some of his sight. 

After a few weeks calling and sending e-mails, Diospy Suyana succeeded to arrange surgery in a private clinic 
in Lima. The doctors decided to pay for everything! We convinced the parents to give their permission and we 
bought 4 bustickets to Lima. Volunteers Emma and Alessio would accompany father and son on the journey so 
they could take care of all costs (hotels, food, …). But on the day of departure, however, the family was missing, 
and when they showed up and we asked them what was wrong, they told us that they decided to withdraw their 
permission. They were in fact afraid that Fernando would become completely blind, just like his brother. Even 
the school’s director couldn’t convince the parents…. However, in the mean time we have received better news, 
which you will be able to read all about in the newsletter of november.

Lucho en Fernando



After a few months another update on the bus!

 Because we were able to collect the necessary amount for our bus and BOUGHT it finally!

Last year, in october, we launched a call for donations to buy a new bus. We hoped to be able to buy it in a year or 
maybe two, but after only ten short months we reached the goal of 25000 euros. Unexpected, unbelievable and 
incredibly fantastic.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

We bought a second hand NISSAN urban, year 2014 for 22 000 euros and gave it a thorough check and renewed 
some minor parts for 1500 euros. This leaves us with another 1500 euros which will pay the gas for the first year. 
Thank you again everyone for sponsoring, helping and sharing. At last we can pick up the kids without worries!

Love, the Oye LENA team!



Feliz Cumpleaños Yerson y bienvenidos a Jhordy y Josue!!

Sacha and Sander from Holland arrived with some 
stuff for the project and helped us for one day, 
delivering fruit, brushing teeth, playing games … 
Thanks! 

A visit from the stork!   Both Romina and Elisban as 
Yimy and Liset got a new brother, theywill also join 
the project within a few years . We offered a present  
along with diapers, clothes and a  and a cuddly bear.

Short messages project
Karen, good friend of ex-volunteer Amy Hoch offered 
a whole suitcase full of really nice stuff for the project!  
We could not believe our eyes! Thanks! 



Volunteers come and go!

Last year, Nina Van Belle worked for a month 
as a volunteer on the project. As there 
was no time left to visit the surroundings, 
she decided come back to Peru again this 
year. Traveling along with her friend Eva 
Struycken, they came over to visit Oye Lena 
and couldn’t resist to help us for more than a 
week! Thanks Eva and Nina for this fantastic 
“lightning” visit!

American, Amy Hoch, came to the project 
to give Spanish classes to the volunteers but 
ended up helping out with the kids regularily. 
The volunteers enjoyerd her fun and playful 
classes, as did the toddlers. She conquered 
all hearts with her very big heart! She will be 
rejoining us in december to visit the kids and 
bring back some presents.. we are awaiting 
her curiuosly. 

Belgian kindergarten teacher Charlotte 
Vanderwijen came to help us for a couple 
of weeks. Because Spanish was still a little 
bit difficult, she couldn’t do everything the 
way she wanted but she did teach us a lot! 
Even after going home, she is still supporting 
us with tips, ideas and working materials. 
Thanks Charlotte!

NinaEva

Amy

Charlotte



“Wereld Missie Hulp Belgium” donated toys and didactical 
material.
Last month you could read that “Wereld Missie Hulp” (World 
Mission Help Belgium) supported us financially. Well they 
decided to do even more:,they also donated a lot of toys and 
teaching aids. The factory of Bart Boucherie Junior produces 
attachments for the rotary machines that produce, among 
other things, toothbrushes. At test runs they produce a lot of 
toothbrushes that are not allowed to be sold, although they 
are of a good enough quality. So they are donated to NGO’s. 
Thanks Bart Boucherie Jr. for the 200 toothbrushes! Thanks 
Magda Geudens to collect the materials. 

Handmade products to sell in Belgium
Koen and Marie-Paul, parents of ex-volunteer Jolien 
Grymonprez bought a lot of stuff at the artisan markets in Peru, 
took it with them to Belgium to sell at events where Oye LENA 
wil be participating. The profits are destined to Oye LENA. 
Thanks a lot, you guys are fantastic! 

The community of Peer (Belgium) is sponsoring 
Ex-volunteer Laure Vanhove held a speech to the community 
of Peer in the hope that they would sponsor us and so they did. 

Thanks to Laure and to all the inhabitants of Peer.

News from Belgium and Europe

Jolien Grymonprez stayed with us for no less than 8 months. 
She taught toddlers and the special kids and was amazing at it. 
Her enthusiasm and crazy moments won’t be forgotten quickly. 
Especially Jean Pierre, who stole her heart, learned a lot and enjoyed 
her attention every day.  She also left behind a gap for the other 
volunteers when she left .. but even from a far, she is still helping us, 
looking for sponsors etcetera.   THank you very much Jolien, you and 
your little glass will be missed dearly. 

Project responsable  Valérie Demol clears up her schedule for her family and other challenges! 

Valérie Demol, our Belgian project responsable, was there from the beginning and was very committed to the 
project and our kids. She worked hard these past few years, be it mostly behind the scenes.  However, wih the 
birth of her son Thiago and due to some other new challenges, she made a dificult decision: Although it pains her, 
Valérie will no longer work for Oye LENA.  Rest assured, this will not influence our functioning, because Stefanie 
will take over most of her responsabilities. Volunteer Kim Dierickx and work group responsable, Isalien De Block, 
will take over her job as Belgian representatives of the project. The Oye LENA team would like to thank Valérie 
wholeheartedly for all her effort and wishes the new familie a life full of happiness!



Welcome new godfather!
This month we welcomed one new godfather. Thanks, Thomas Vanhove!

More generous donations and help that came ou 
way: 

Volunteer Catrin Harris’ grandmother and mother 
decide to donate to our project as they were grateful 
their granddaughter and daughter had a wonderful 
time at Oye Lena! 

Ex-Volunteers Nina Van Belle and Eva Struycken, 
responsible for a youth organization called “KSA”  
decided to sell cake and pie in the month of July. 
Prior to their departure, they bought all kinds of stuff 
for the kids and what was left was transferred to our 
bank account!  Thanks ladies! 

After staying for one year on the project, toddlers 
Wine and Tonke decided, together with their parents 
Roel and Katleen, to donate their puzzles to Oye Lena. 
Thanks! 

And Ingrid Hendriks made some material for our 
sensory therapy classes. Wauw, magnificent. Thank 
you very much!

Riet Renders translated and corrected some important 
documents, thanks a lot Riet!



Only for those who live in Belgium: Did you know ...  

You can receive a tax certificate for your donations from € 40 and more?! This certificate can 

be added  to your  tax declaration and  the amount of your donation will be deducted  from 

your taxable income. 

To determine  if you have the right to a tax certificate for a certain assessment year, all the 

donations  you  did  during  that  year  are  being  count  up  at  the  beginning  of  the  next 

assessment year.  If you reach a total sum of € 40 or more, you receive a tax certificate (at 

the  beginning  of  the  year  following  to  the  year  you  made  the  donation  in). 

Do you want  to know how much  is being deducted? Take a  look at  the  table below.   How 

much do you earn on an annual basis and what is your taxable income. 

Marginal tax rate per €40 ‐ tax deduction per €40 

€ 0,01 ‐ € 8.070   25%   € 10 

€ 8.070 ‐ € 11.480   30%       € 12 

€ 11.480 ‐ € 19.130   40%   € 16 

€ 19.130 ‐ € 35.060   45%   € 18 

€ 35.060 or more   50%   € 20 

The certificate will only be given for donation to 

the account number:  

IBAN BE48 5230 8027 2427 / BIC TRIOBEBB  

Leraars zonder Grenzen vzw, Jan de Graefstraat 7, 2600 Berchem  

with mention: “gift aan LzG, ONG Oye LENA”  

Did you know... Oye LENA is looking for more godparents! 

Do you want to become a godparent to one of Oye LENA’s toddlers? 

If you do, you can offer a whole new future to a child for only a couple of eurocents a day. 
Thanks in advance! 

Godparents can let us know if they prefer to sponsor a boy or a girl, aged 3 or 4. 

When you become a godparent, you receive a picture and a drawing via e‐mail (two weeks 
after the first donation). Most communication will happen via e‐mail in order to keep costs 
down. If, however, you would like to receive regular mail on special occasions, you can leave 
us your address. 

If you do not want to send your godchild messages via mail or e‐mail, that is no problem at 
all.  If yes, you can do so  in English. We will make sure a  translation  is available. However, 
keep  in mind that our children are still very young. A nice picture will do more than a  long 
letter. Also, do not  forget that  it can take a while before your  letters arrive  in Peru.  If you 
want  to avoid  long waiting  times,  it  is also possible  to  send an e‐mail. We will make  sure 
your  e‐mail  gets  printed  and  given  to  the  child.  You  can  send  your  e‐mail  to 
oyelena.peru@gmail.com. 

The postal address is: 

ONG OYE LENA (Stefanie Van Erps) 
Oficina oficial de correos de Curahuasi, Curahuasi, Abancay, Apurimac, Peru  

It  is  also  possible  for  you  to  come  and  visit  the project  and  your  godchild,  just  tell us  in 
advance if you want to come over. 

In order to make sure payments go as smoothly as possible, it is best to use a standing order. 
That way, you automatically deposit a  fixed amount  into our bank account  (a minimum of 
€10 = €0.30 a day). Oye LENA has a Belgian bank account:  

BE28 06889753 0620  

BIC: GKCCBEBB 

The money  is not destined to your  individual godchild, but will be used  for EVERY child on 
the project, for: 

 buying  food and drinks. The children  receive a  free  lunch,  fruit, a  snack and drinks
every day;

 financing  visits  to  the  doctor’s,  where  the  children  receive  free  treatment  and
medication;

 buying toys and educational materials;
 celebrating birthdays and other festivities: cake and presents!

If you wish to stop being a godparent, you can do so anytime. You only have to send us an  
e‐mail and cancel your standing order. We will also keep you up to date with all the  latest 
developments of the project and your godchild! 

Lots of love, The Oye LENA – team
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