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Educational project, Curahuasi - Peru
july 2016
12/07/2016 Ccochua
On Wednesday the 21st of July, we made another trip to the mountain village Ccochua. This time, we worked
around the theme of their home country, Peru. Amongst other things, we taught them about the many animals
that live in Peru, told them about the legend of the Condor and played some construction games after which they
reconstructed the Machu Picchu with blocks. Another fun day!

21/07/2016 Cconoc especiales
On thursday the 21st, the time had come once again to head to the thermal baths of Cconoc with our special kids.
Sadly, the kids who go to school in the mornings couldn’t come this time. So, with only Jean-Pierre and Clariza in
our van, we were able to give them all the attention they deserve!

20/07/2016 Another success in Puka Puka
The kids of the mountain village Puka Puka have grown accustomed to our visits and they look forward to it every
time. This is true not only for the toddlers, but also for the bigger kids who wanted to participate. Of course, we
couldn’t refuse, so all the pupils took part in our workshops. Just like in Ccochua, we worked around the theme of
“Peru”! All kids, great and small, participated enthousiastically!

28/07/2016 National holiday
On Thursday, 28th of July, Peru celebrates its national holiday. We closed the project for two days because many
of our toddlers have to perform in the march on the Plaza de Armas (main square). In this tradition, all schools
march around the square with a part of their pupils. There are a lot of food stands and at night there’s a concert
and some dancing. A fun day for the kids, the Curahuasino’s and our volunteers.

Party!
Because Jhoncito and Yessenia celebrated their
birthdays. Yessenia’s godmother, Jill Schaekels,
deposited a little extra for us to buy a present with.
We bought a big singing doll for Yessenia and she
was clearly very happy with it.
Romina and Elisban as well as Yimi and Liset each
welcomed a new little brother in their families.
Both kids don’t have a name yet, but this is normal
in Peru, where the name is often chosen in the
first months after birth. Both families received a
package with some practical baby supplies.
José Abel, who suffers from Down Syndrom,
had been absent since the holidays in February.
However, since June, he has been returning twice
a week, so we are hoping he keeps up the good
attendance. He is a sweet, but very stubborn little
feller.

Volunteers come and go
After a bad experience in Lima, the Welsh Catrin Harris wasn’t sure if she wanted to give volunteering another go.
Fortunately for us, she did anyway, because, despite her young age, she was a great asset to the project! She sang,
played guitar, translated our objectives to English, beat the Belgians in the European championship, improved our
English, provided the necessary decibels in the house as well as giving great classes to the kids. Thank you, baby ;)

During this summer month, a lot of students and teachers who were on leave came to reinforce our team. Ine
Rochette, Sara Tori, Lore De Kesel, Laure Vanhove en Jana D’hoedt could only stay for a couple of weeks but they
did a marvelous job. Their commitment and motivation was very big and the children enjoyed the attention and
new impulses.
Belgian Niels Jeanty and the Americans Kay Clark Thill and the family of Todd, Maria, Riley and Lucy Dierker also
helped out on the project for a couple of days. Thanks!

Short messages
Since we are planning to buy a bigger van, it is no longer possible to ask volunteers to drive the kids around, since
you need a special licence. So we decided to hire a chauffeur. Brandon will now pick up the kids at noon and drop
them off after the project. Meanwhile, we can already give the update that we bought the van in august!
Thanks to the donations of the godparents, we have been able to give some pictures with the kids for them to
take home to their parents. A lot of our kids don’t have many or even any photos so they are very pleased with
this little extra.
Colleagues of volunteer Lore De Kesel from BuO Sint-Gregorius
Gentbrugge gave her a bunch of children’s clothes. All kids
went home with some new items and were very happy!
Godfather Patrick Vandevelde gave volunteer Lore a package
for Romina! Thanks! Godmother Céline Malfait gave a blanker
and some clothes to her godchild, Jean Pierre, of course this
put a big smile on his face! Thanks!
In the last newsletter, you could read that the parents of
volunteer Jolien, Koen and Marie-Paul, had given a bbq to
support the project. In july they also visited us and brought
along a bunch of laminating paper and underpants, at least
enough for the next five years. Thanks you are amazing!
Parents of project coordinator Stefanie, Peter and Ingrid
Van Erps, came to visit in july and they kept busy. They were
constantly occupied making small stuff: Peter with the hammer
and nails, Ingrid with the sowing machine. A few examples of
their hard work are the “pimped” sofa for the volunteers and
some feel bags for the special class. Thanks a lot for everything!
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Actions in Belgium
Kindergarten teacher Charlotte Vanderwijen sold some plants to the parents of her pupils and to friends and family. She also
organised a photoboot on her garden party. All together, she collected 517 Euros. With this money, she bought some stuff for
the project and deposited the rest into our account for daily costs! Thank you Charlotte and all your buyers!

SHANTITOWN SUPPORTS OYE LENA
Shanti Town is a brandnew free worldfestival in Puurs, organised on the second of july.
It is the successor of Simmerdown, the free worldfestival that held its final edition last year.
With a lot of youthful enthusiasm, good causes with a connection with the local village and first
class volunteers, they will be creating a fairtrade village with music, animation and southern vibes
every year.
Doing so, Shanti Town supports a number of NGO’s around the world Corazones Unidos’ in Nicaragua, ‘Charisecours’ in
Congo and, thanks to ex volunteer Nina van Belle, also Oye Lena! Belgian Workgroup members Pauline Van Aelst and Shana
Berrevoets promoted Oye LENA on the festival grounds and enjoyed the good atmosphere. The first edition was a big success
and 500 euros was collected for Oye LENA! THank you very much to all the volunteers of Shanti Town and Pauline and Shana.

Short messages from Belgium
Els van den Bergh, a teacher in the primary school the “Hill” in
Kalmthout (a school that has been supporting us for a few years),
applied for subsidies at her municipality. They tought Oye Lena and
its bus were a worthy project and decided to support our cause.
No less than 750 euros was donated. Thank you very much to the
counselers, Els and all the residents of Kalmthout.

On the 25th of June, Suzanne De
Strooper and Frederick got married.
They were able to donate 50% of the
collection box in church to a good cause
of their choosing.
They chose for Oye Lena and so we
could add another 75 Euros to our bus
savings.
Congratulations and good luck together!

New godparents
Sadly enough, we have no new godparents this month to welcome in our family. However we are confident that
we will grow again next month. We’ll keep you posted!

Did you know...

Only for those who live in Belgium: Did you know ...
You can receive a tax certificate for your donations from € 40 and more?! This certificate can
be added to your tax declaration and the amount of your donation will be deducted from
your taxable income.
To determine if you have the right to a tax certificate for a certain assessment year, all the
donations you did during that year are being count up at the beginning of the next
assessment year. If you reach a total sum of € 40 or more, you receive a tax certificate (at
the beginning of the year following to the year you made the donation in).
Do you want to know how much is being deducted? Take a look at the table below. How
much do you earn on an annual basis and what is your taxable income.
Marginal tax rate per €40 ‐ tax deduction per €40
€ 0,01 ‐ € 8.070

25%

€ 10

€ 8.070 ‐ € 11.480

30%

€ 12

€ 11.480 ‐ € 19.130

40%

€ 16

€ 19.130 ‐ € 35.060

45%

€ 18

€ 35.060 or more

50%

€ 20

The certificate will only be given for donation to
the account number:
IBAN BE48 5230 8027 2427 / BIC TRIOBEBB
Leraars zonder Grenzen vzw, Jan de Graefstraat 7, 2600 Berchem
with mention: “gift aan LzG, ONG Oye LENA”

Oye LENA is looking for more godparents!
Do you want to become a godparent to one of Oye LENA’s toddlers?
If you do, you can offer a whole new future to a child for only a couple of eurocents a day.
Thanks in advance!
Godparents can let us know if they prefer to sponsor a boy or a girl, aged 3 or 4.
When you become a godparent, you receive a picture and a drawing via e‐mail (two weeks
after the first donation). Most communication will happen via e‐mail in order to keep costs
down. If, however, you would like to receive regular mail on special occasions, you can leave
us your address.
If you do not want to send your godchild messages via mail or e‐mail, that is no problem at
all. If yes, you can do so in English. We will make sure a translation is available. However,
keep in mind that our children are still very young. A nice picture will do more than a long
letter. Also, do not forget that it can take a while before your letters arrive in Peru. If you
want to avoid long waiting times, it is also possible to send an e‐mail. We will make sure
your e‐mail gets printed and given to the child. You can send your e‐mail to
oyelena.peru@gmail.com.
The postal address is:
ONG OYE LENA (Stefanie Van Erps)
Oficina oficial de correos de Curahuasi, Curahuasi, Abancay, Apurimac, Peru
It is also possible for you to come and visit the project and your godchild, just tell us in
advance if you want to come over.
In order to make sure payments go as smoothly as possible, it is best to use a standing order.
That way, you automatically deposit a fixed amount into our bank account (a minimum of
€10 = €0.30 a day). Oye LENA has a Belgian bank account:
BE28 06889753 0620
BIC: GKCCBEBB
The money is not destined to your individual godchild, but will be used for EVERY child on
the project, for:





buying food and drinks. The children receive a free lunch, fruit, a snack and drinks
every day;
financing visits to the doctor’s, where the children receive free treatment and
medication;
buying toys and educational materials;
celebrating birthdays and other festivities: cake and presents!

If you wish to stop being a godparent, you can do so anytime. You only have to send us an
e‐mail and cancel your standing order. We will also keep you up to date with all the latest
developments of the project and your godchild!
Lots of love, The Oye LENA – team

