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04/05/2015 - Arnaud, Lionsclub and the city of Meise 

support Oye LENA 

Before he left, Arnaud Donckier collected money for the project. First of all he went to 

Rotary Genk and convinced them to donate no less than 500 euros. Arnaud used a part of 

this money to buy materials for the relaxation and exploration room: magical sand, balls 

with bells, luminescent building blocks,... The remaining money will be used to buy the kids 

fresh fruit for a whole year. On top of that, Arnaud asked the city of Meise to grant a subsidy 

for Oye LENA, convincing them to invest another 500 euros in the project. This money will be 

used for replacing our van, which you will certainly already know about. Visit our facebook 

page to see just how many kids fit into it! 

 

Laura Moonen’s ice cream sale and pasta night in favor 

of Oye LENA 

On the 28th of August, volunteer Laura arrived at the project. She will be working with our 

kids for 4 months after which she will be travelling the continent for another 2 months. Right 

before she left, she sold ice cream at a local barbeque and  organised a pasta night for 

friends and family. Thanks to their support, she collected a very nice amount of 2100 euros. 

She will use the profit partially to equip the relaxation and exploration room and partially to 

purchase a new van (as mentioned above). Another small part will be used for a variety of 

things we ran out of at the project,such as spare clothing etcetera. 

 



06/09/2015 - Family Katleen, Roel, Wine and Tonke 

active at Oye LENA 

In the beginning of September, Katleen and Roel arrived with their kids Wine and Tonke. 

They will work at the project for a year. Roel will drive the bus and one of Kathleen's tasks 

will be to guide the Belgian students at the project. Their kids will attend the Peruvian 

kindergarten every morning and  join our kids at the project in the afternoon. The family 

didn’t arrive empty handed, taking our “call for puzzles” very seriously, they  brought about 

20 puzzles with them as well as some other materials and toys! So our kids will have a lot of 

(puzzle) fun in the future.. Roel participated in the quiz ‘Kalmte kan je redden’ on TV-channel 

ÉÉN in Belgium.  Unfortunately, he didn’t win, but he made a lot of publicity for Oye LENA on 

the Belgian television! Their first months were already very nice! 

 

 

 

 

 



10/09/2015 - Adelaida instead of Andrea at Oye LENA 

For almost a year we’ve been working with Andrea at Oye LENA, but we have had to end this 

cooperation. Andrea doesn't like to play/work with the other toddlers and only enjoyed the 

volunteers’ individual attention. Since she is attending the school for special education in 

Curahuasi in the morning, unfortunately, we can't work with her anymore. Since September 

Adelaida has taken her place. Adelaida is a toddler of 6 years old with Down’s syndrome that 

we have met at the school two years again. Every monday afternoon, she comes to Oye 

LENA. Adelaide is shy and reluctant, but, after observing her for a few weeks, it is  clear that 

she fits better into the group and the activities we organise. We will keep you informed on 

her progress. 

 

 

 

 

 



10/09/2015 -  Extraordinary nice help! 

In the newsletter of last August, we anounced that we wouldn’t be working together with 

the school for special education anymore because the collaboration was too difficult. Ever 

since, a few special kids are coming to Oye Lena. In the morning, they have pricate classes 

and in the afternoon, they participate in the activities of the toddlers.  

However, over the past year, the special school has made some significant changes, so we 

have decided to give the cooperation another try.   Every morning at 8 o’clock, 7 to 8 

volunteers go to the school and work with several special kids. 

We keep on working with Lucho, Fernandito, Jean Pierre, Clariza and Adelaida, at the special 

school as well as at Oye LENA, but we are also helping some old acquaintances such as Edwin 

and Fernando. Last but not least,  José Abel is added to the group of special Oye Lena kids.  

 We will definitely keep you posted about how the cooperation goes this time and how the 

kids evolve! Thank you very much dear volunteers, for taking op this challenge with us again!  

 

   

     

 



11/09/2015 - The fire brigade visiting!  

As part of the theme “fire”, we invited the firemen of Curahuasi to do a workshop with our 

toddlers! Three men in uniform visited us and, by means of video,  told us about the dangers 

in a house and how to prevent fire. They also brought different kinds of materials and the 

kids could ask all their questions. Afterwards they even mentioned us on the radio because 

we are the first school in Curahuasi taking this initiative! We definitely need to turn it into a 

yearly event! 

 

30/10/2015 - Maria’s mother sick 

At the beginning of May, we received news that Maria’s 

mother had cancer and that they went to the capital Lima for 

a proper medical treatment. (Lima is a 24 hours’ drive away 

from Curahuasi.) Because of this, we’ve had to miss Maria for 

a while at the project. In July we were informed that Maria 

had been missing for two days in Lima. During the operation 

of her mother, Maria panicked and ran away from the 

hospital. Luckily, after a call on national television and with 

the help of the police, she got home safe. Since the beginning 

of October, they are back in Curahuasi and every Monday till 

Thursday Maria comes all day to Oye LENA. We’ve made an 

exception for her, because she has no other place to go. At 

the end of October, her mother went back to Lima for 

chemotherapy so Maria is staying with her older sister in 

Curahuasi. We will keep you posted on any evolution in her situation.  



5/10/2015 Teacher Susi receives presents!   

Five October is “World Teachers’ Day”  and although Peru celebrates its teachers on the 6th 

of July, we decided to  thank our teacher Susi with a big group hug and a photo collage of the 

past months.  A few weeks later, on the 29th of october, it was her birthday, so spotlights 

were on her once more on her and we enjoyed a big pie together with all the kids. Thank you 

Susi, the kids love you very much! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10/10/2015  Oye LENA present at the Go strange fair! 

For a couple of years now,Oye LENA has been working with the organisation Go Strange who 

helps volunteers to find the right project in the South. Every now and then they organise a 

fair and this year we were there as well. Valérie Demol (project manager) and Isalien De 

Block (chairman of the working group in Belgium) represented Oye LENA and met a lot of 

enthusiasts, but also got to know a bunch of fantastic entreprises! Without a doubt a 

pleasant and productive afternoon! 

24/10/2015 Dalton school sells desserts in favor of Oye 

LENA. 

On Saturday the 24th of October the Dalton school of Zolder organized a pasta day. For the 

desserts, made by the parents, they asked for a small contribution to  our project. This 

way,they collected 300 euros. Furthermore, they had an information stall and distributed 

flyers. To all the students, their parents and the staff: thank you so much for supporting us!

 

 

 

 



25/10/2015 - Oye LENA works with Solid International 

Solid International is the production partner of brands like LN Knits and Ayacucho from AS 

Adventure. 

Solid aims to have a social and economical impact by working with local organisations. Their 

goal is to actually improve the living conditions of the local population. Striving towards 

durability on a long term basis, Solid operates a hybrid model, joining commercial and social 

projects towards a common goal.  

For one of their commercial customers, they were looking for blankets made by Peruvian 

women. Oye LENA looked for contacts in Cusco for them and delivered the first 10 blankets. 

These are completely handmade. Women often make them while they are taking their 

animals out to the fields or running a little store.  

Lyn Verelst, general manager at Solid International and Bombyx, recently gave an interview 

to Knack Weekend about fair fashion and how she can help brands to produce fairly. Her 

opinions are very much shared by Oye Lena:  

http://weekend.knack.be/lifestyle/mode/lyn-verelst-consumenten-kennen-de-echte-kost-

van-kleding-niet/article-longread-615981.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parent teacher meeting, parent workshops and home 

visits! 

On the 17th of September and the 15th of October, we organised parent teacher meetings 

in the village. On both days typical things were being discussed: the progress of the kids, the 

calender, their concerns,… and student Eline Schepens also organised a workshop. In this 

workshop the parents learned how to make fun and didactic games out of free material. 

Later on, she started doing home visits to introduce the games at home. At the end of her 

apprenticeship in January you will read more about her project! 

A lot of parents were there and expressed their happiness about the project more than 

once! Happy children, happy parents, happy volunteers, happy project managers, all thanks 

to you! 

 

 

 

 



29/10/2015 More warm water fun! 

Twice a month we go to the hot springs of Cconoc with the Oye Lena kids. This time, because 

of the large amount of children and volunteers (11!), we decided to split up. The first group 

of kids and volunteers went one week, a second group went the other week.Once again, the 

trips were a great succes and both the kids and the volunteers had a fantastic day! 

 

Oye LENA is granted a subsidy by the town Grimbergen 

Since 2013, Oye LENA is part of the “GROG”. The GROG is the coordinating body of active 

associations in the field of development cooperation in Grimbergen. The GROG support his 

members and organises activities to make the inhabitants of Grimbergen aware of poverty 

and injustice in the world. Ingrid Vandekelder en Hilde Brewaeys-Vandepitte participate in 

the bimonthly meetings and other activities organised by the GROG, such as the annual fair 

and annual Wide World Weeks. 

For the second year in a row we were granted subsidies for our organisation, based on the 

actions of last year! This year we received 4428 euros for the project and 419 euros for 

promotion in Belgium! 



31/10/2015 Halloween in the village! 

Just like last year, Oye LENA participated in the sweets hunt in the streets of Curahuasi. It is a 

tradition that the stores have sweets ready for the groups of children that pass by. Kids do 

not go from house to house, but from store to store – so, that’s what we did as well!! A lot 

of parents and their kids showed up to collect as many sweets as possible. A huge success! 

 



05/09/2015 Big party with big present for Oye LENA 

Kristel Frederix and Patrick Sannen organised a party on the 5th of September in Hechtel. 

Together, they celebrated their 25th anniversary and on top of that, Patrick also celebrated 

his 50th birthday. Before the party, they had travelled to Peru and had visited the project. 

They told friends and family not to give them presents, but asked them to transfer money 

for us, which they did with pleasure. A total amount of 2990 euros was transferred! A 

WONDERFUL sum! 

 

 

Surgery Marleni postponed 

In the previous newsletter we told you about Marleni’s complicated fracture and the 

planned surgery. Unfortunately the Diospy Suyana hospital couldn’t fulfill his promise 

because they don’t have a trauma surgeon at the moment and decided to postpone the 

surgery until January 2016. We are also considering the option of bringing a Belgian doctor 

here, but since this also won’t be easy or fast, we are relying on the appointment in January 

for the moment. We’ll keep you informed. 

 

 

 

 



Volunteers come and go!  

In the previous newsletter we forgot to mention that ex-volunteer Kim Verbunt was back at 

the project. She heard that we didn’t have enough volunteers for the end of August and took 

a few weeks time to stop by in Curahuasi interrupting her journey with her friend Jonas Kint! 

For two weeks they worked with our kids, until a whole new group could take over from 

them. Thank you both so much!

Farewell Kim Verbunt, Jonas Kint en Nina Van Belle.  

Muchas gracias amiguita Raquel ! 

On the third of October, we had to say goodbye to 

Raquel. During 6 months the Peruvian-Belgian Raquel 

had been working with our kids and she did great! She 

made it possible for Stefanie to enjoy her first months 

with baby Elliot. She managed the toddler project and 

made sure the volunteers had a nice time! At her last 

day she organised a disguise party and baked 

pancakes for everyone! A nice ending to a nice time! 

The toddlers and volunteers, friends and family, will 

all miss Raquel very badly! Please come back soon! 

 



Short, but fantastic news!  

On the 25th of September the dutch couples , Jannes Haveman en Will Trumpi came 

camping at Casa Lena. They were shown round at the project and asked a lot of questions. 

They loved our project and decided to support Oye LENA with 200 euros! Thank you very 

much! 

Ex-volunteer Nina Van Belle and her mother both decided to become godmother of Ruth 

Betsy and Yimy. Nina bought a present for them on her last day! Thank you very much!

 

Laura Moonen, Helena Lagae and Raquel Rodriguez finished the last wall painting! We now 

have a beautiful costa (=sea)! Thank you!

 



Volunteer Helena Lagae brought a lot of fun stuff for the 

project. The teddybears will be used as goodbye gift for the 

graduation of our 9 oldest toddlers! Thank you! 

 

In the name of ex-volunteer Kim Welman, a new volunteer brought 2 presents for the whole 

group! Two fun games of Maya de Bij. De kids already tried them and they like them a lot! 

She also bought a dress for her godchild, Maria. Thanks a lot Kim!! 

   

Godmother Vanessa Burms sent Clariza a letter full of fun stuff, who was very happy to 

receive it! Thank you, Vanessa and Nore!

 



Godmother Lieselot Bronselaer send Romina 

a package, a letter and a bunch of presents. 

Romina received the package during the 

home visit and unwrapped it together with 

her little brother. She was very happy! 

 

 

Mia Verbeke en Jean Pierre Vanderweyden  

visited the Project last semester and did some 

activities with Casa Lena. They had already 

brought a lot of fun stuff with them but 

decided they want to give some more. So they 

gave some new materials for arts and crafts 

projects and some change in soles (equivalent 

of 12 euros). Thank you very much for your 

support! 

Happy Bithday!  

The birthygirls of the past two months: 

 

 

 



HELP us! Our minivan needs to be replaced!  

For almost two years, the project has been using the minibus of project manager Stefanie 

and Gilder on a daily basis to pick up the kids and bring them back home. Due to the bad 

condition of the road and the big amount of children (+/- 20 for 8 seats), the minivan suffers 

a lot. Therefore it needs a lot of maintenance and has to be repaired quite frequently. 

A lot of volunteers had already noticed the need for a new and bigger van, but now we can't 

postpone it anymore. Volunteers Arnaud Donckier and Laura Moonen decided to use their 

collected money for the new bus so another 1000 euros is added to our new-bus-saving jar! 

Unfortunately, the transport in Peru is very expensive so the aim is to collect 22000 euros for 

a decent van that can handle the terrible roads and the hyperactive children without any 

problem! All the donations with the mention ‘BUS’ will only be used for purchasing the van. 

Despite a good start, we still need to save a lot and the sooner we reach this goal, the 

better... so we could definitely use your support!  Do you want to help us?!

 

 



New sponsors! 

Three years ago, architects Ilse Maertens and Tom Platteeuw drew the plans for the project 

completely for free. This year they are founding an architectural bureau together: IT-

architecten.  

Are you planning to build a house or do you know people that want to? Maybe IT-

architecten is the place to go! Help us to help them! 

 

www.IT-architecten.be 

 

Only for those who live in Belgium: Did you know...  

You can receive a tax certificate for your donations from € 40 and more?! This certificate can 

be added to your tax declaration and the amount of your donation will be deducted from 

your taxable income. 

To determine if you have the right to a tax certificate for a certain assessment year, all the 

donations you did during that year are being count up at the beginning of the next 

assessment year. If you reach a total sum of € 40 or more, you receive a tax certificate (at 

the beginning of the year following to the year you made the donation in). 

 

Do you want to know how much is being deducted? Take a look at the table below.  How 

much do you earn on an annual basis and what is your taxable income. 

 



Marginal tax rate per €40 - tax deduction per €40 

€ 0,01 - € 8.070  25%    € 10 

€ 8.070 - € 11.480  30%    € 12 

€ 11.480 - € 19.130  40%    € 16 

€ 19.130 - € 35.060  45%    € 18 

€ 35.060 or more  50%    € 20 

 

The certificate will only be given for donation to the account number:  

IBAN BE48 5230 8027 2427 / BIC TRIOBEBB  

Leraars zonder Grenzen vzw, Jan de Graefstraat 7, 2600 Berchem  

with mention: “gift aan LzG, ONG Oye LENA”  

 

Oye LENA has a lot of new godparents: 

Thanks Schaekels Jill, De Rijbel Therese, Fons Aerts, Maaike Vandesteene – Verpuylt , 

Verhaert-Devoldere (parents of volunteer Roel Verhaert), Van Rompaey Peter- Tonnaer 

But Oye LENA is looking for more godparents!  

Do you want to become a godparent to one of Oye LENA’s toddlers? 

If you do, you can offer a whole new future to a child for only a couple of eurocents a day. 
Thanks in advance! 

Godparents can let us know if they prefer to sponsor a boy or a girl, aged 3 or 4. 

When you become a godparent, you receive a picture and a drawing via e-mail (two weeks 
after the first donation). Most communication will happen via e-mail in order to keep costs 
down. If, however, you would like to receive regular mail on special occasions, you can leave 
us your address. 

If you do not want to send your godchild messages via mail or e-mail, that is no problem at 
all. If yes, you can do so in English. We will make sure a translation is available. However, 
keep in mind that our children are still very young. A nice picture will do more than a long 
letter. Also, do not forget that it can take a while before your letters arrive in Peru. If you 
want to avoid long waiting times, it is also possible to send an e-mail. We will make sure 
your e-mail gets printed and given to the child. You can send your e-mail to 
oyelena.peru@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:oyelena.peru@gmail.com


 

The postal address is: 

ONG OYE LENA (Stefanie Van Erps) 
Oficina oficial de correos de Curahuasi, Curahuasi, Abancay, Apurimac, Peru  

It is also possible for you to come and visit the project and your godchild, just tell us in 
advance if you want to come over. 

In order to make sure payments go as smoothly as possible, it is best to use a standing order. 
That way, you automatically deposit a fixed amount into our bank account (a minimum of 
€10 = €0.30 a day). Oye LENA has a Belgian bank account:  

BE28 06889753 0620  

BIC: GKCCBEBB 

The money is not destined to your individual godchild, but will be used for EVERY child on 
the project, for: 

 buying food and drinks. The children receive a free lunch, fruit, a snack and drinks 
every day; 

 financing visits to the doctor’s, where the children receive free treatment and 
medication; 

 buying toys and educational materials; 
 celebrating birthdays and other festivities: cake and presents! 

If you wish to stop being a godparent, you can do so anytime. You only have to send us an   
e-mail and cancel your standing order. We will also keep you up to date with all the latest 
developments of the project and your godchild! 

Lots of love, The Oye LENA – team  

 


