
Jean Pierre is our first special child in Oye LENA and a 
very happy one. Unfortunately, his teeth are in very bad 
condition, so in November we decided to take him to the 

dentist. One appointment wasn’t enough, as his teeth 
needed a lot of treatment. So we had to come back in 

December. It was possible to cure one tooth, but although 
the doctor did its very best , he decided to take away one 

more  tooth. Jean Pier was suffering a lot, but at the same 
time he showed that he is a very brave kid. In January we”ll 

have another appointment, because there is still a lot to 
work on. We hope Jean Pier will stay brave and soon won´t 

have any pain any more.
We love his smile on Oye LENA! 

by Emma Schneider 

Dentist Jean Pier
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01-12-2016 Monthly excursion to Cconoc
Cconoc was great!!! Chaos was inevitable because we had to get all the kids in the bath, out of the bath, under 
the shower, out of the shower, full of soap,  rinsed and dressed, but it was worth the while! The first group went 
to Cconoc on Thursday and the second one on Friday. Seeing the huge smile on the faces of the kids: it made me 
more than happy. Having a frightened Selena and an over-enthusiastic Aaron around my neck, time seemed to 
fly away . So we had to hurry to dress again, to swallow or banana and to get onto the bus. A wonderful day!!!

by Janne Bernaerts



05-12-2016 Yearly check-up at the dentist
Once in a year, all of Oye Lena’s children are seeing the dentist for a check-up.. 20 children, accompanied by 
five adults, arrived in the German Diospy hospital, where we first received a very extensive and luckily child-

friendly explanation about what food  is good for the teeth and what is not, how they have to brush their teeth 
correctly and what the consequences are of poor or insufficient brushing.  Then each and every child received 
a thorough check-up the other kids waiting fot their turn were allowed to make drawings in the context of the  

dental theme. 

Every child received a note explaining what had to be done to get strong and healthy teeth  This note allowed 
the parents to come back with their children for a real treatment, paying only a symbolic 5 sol (= +-1.5 euro).

When leaving the hospital each child got a brand new toothbrush delivered by the mascot of the hospital: 
disguised as a large tooth waving them enthusiastically goodbye The big smiles proved once again that little 

things please little minds! How a check-up at the dentist with 3 to -6 year olds can be fun anyhow.

by Delphine Vandermeersch

06-12-2016 Third brother and sisters day: a success

Tuesday December 6th, we organized for the third time the so-called “Bristerday”, a day we invite all the 
brothers and sisters of a child with a disability. Christmas was chosen as the main theme for the afternoon. The 
first part of the afternoon, we played a gameexclusively with the brothers and the sisters. The children had to 

answer questions and performed various small tasks. Then the children made Christmas cards and the disabled 
children joined in. At the end of the day all of the children played together. This third “Bristerday” was the last 

day of my project as a student, but certainly not the last one for Oye Lena! 
 

by Aurélien Steenhaut



11-12-2016 Visiting Brayan and Jesus at the orphanage to celebrate Christmas

For the last time in 2016, we went to the orphanage of 
Cachora, one hour and a half drive from the project. 
Brayan and Jesus are staying over there now already for 
11 months, along with 10 other children… With a van 
full of volunteers, “paneton” (typical Peruvian cake), 
chocolate milk and a ball for everyone, we arrived. 

As always, all of the children were  fulfilling their 
household tasks, but fortunately we were able to 
convince the supervisors to free them for a few hours. 
So we played some games – with their new balls – but 
as the sun had no mercy, we quickly moved inside to 
eat the paneton and to drink the chocolate milk. In 
the meantime we were catching up and we solemnly 
promised to return again every month in 2017.  A cosy 
afternoon full of love...



The end of December is an important period for the 
schoolchildren of Curahuasi. Those graduating from 

kindergarten, elementary school or high school participate at 
the so called ‘ fiesta de promocion’.  This was also the case for 
some children of Oye Lena. A few volunteers were offered the 
opportunity to attend the graduation party of Ruth Betsy and 

Ruth Milagros in the kindergarten ‘Pata Pata’

The shabbiness of the school hit us in the face as we entered 
the courtyard.. Inside the class room however we noticed a 

dramatic change: the classroom was beautifully decorated... It 
was clear that the organizers (the teacher, the director and the 

mothers) had done more than their best. 

A teacher and her students (all 14 years old) from the school 
of the missionary project Diospy Suyana  performed  a show 
for our children. To start with,  two crazy clowns  made them 

burst out in laughter. Then the other students performed a nice 
dance and the less shy children danced along. Afterwards the 

children were divided in groups to sing Christmas songs, to 
make drawings and to play some more games. 

Then we already had to say goodbye to our new friends. It was 
a really nice day and we thank Diospy Suyana to have provided 

a happy afternoon for our children.

by Alessio Vecchiato 

13-12-2016 School Diospy organises Christmas event at Oye LENA

14-12-2016 Fiesta de promocion 



15-12-2016 Christmas party in the schools of Puka Puka and Ccocchua 

To end the year in a proper way and to celebrate 
Christmas a little bit earlier than usual, we went to 
the two mountain schools for the last time in 2016. 
Upon arrival, we first gave some lectures. They had 
to put the appropriate shapes on the Christmas tree, 
search the missing object in a bag full of gel and we 
told them the story of Santa Claus.  

 Afterwards it was time to play and to receive the 
Chrismas presents! Together with the children we 
played the game where a big wrapped present is 

Apart from the adornments, a lot of cakes, soft drinks, gelatina and gifts were displayed at the tables. The snacks 
were donated by Oye LENA.  12 children graduated, as many girls as boys. Dressed to kill they arrived one by one. 

Not feeling at ease in their fancy clothes, they were nevertheless at the same time, beaming with pride. The 
party itself was a huge success. Many parents, brothers and sisters were present to celebrate the graduation of 
their sibling, brother or sister. They danced, sung, speeched, ate, drank and most important, there was a lot of 

laughter.  It was very nice to share such a traditional and official moment with the families. As a result, we stayed 
much longer than expected, touched by the friendliness and the great enthusiasm of all those present.

By Uma Vandermeersch

passed around the group as long as music is playing. 
The moment the music stops, the lucky kid who has the gift in his hands can open the present. Puzzles, a tea 
set, a chalkboard, face paint sets and a cooking sets were supplied as presents.  

Then it was time to eat the Paneton and to drink a hot cup of chocolate milk. As the children tanked some 
energy in this way, we asked them to free the “animal” hidden in themselves. So they had to walk like a tiger, 
an elephant, a dog, a pig, a cow, a rabbit or o bear walks to the other side of the room, where they also got 
some small present.  These children were so happy with their new pair of socks or undies, laughing with joy! 
SUPER!! Santa Claus’ bag being empty, it was time to say goodbye. Niños, until next year!

By Uma Vandermeersch





As we are good clients of the local bakery, buying our bread there regularly and eating some pastries from time 
to time, a good relationship was the result. The baker and his wife consider Oye Lena to be a fantastic project, so 
they always take part in the activities we organize in the village. In the past, they offered  us cookies for our traffic 
walk and a bag full of sweets for our halloween tour. But now they decided to come to the project. They showed 
up with a clown, a “Tiger” and Mickey Mouse: a great party was the result. We danced and played around foolishly 
after which we had to take some energy and the delicious Panetoncake was devoured, followed by a chocolate 
milk. Finally, everyone got a ball! Cesar and Karina, the sweetest couple of Curahuasi!

20-12-2016 local bakery organizes Christmas party at Oye LENA

23-12-2016 Students internships and execute projects

In the context of my internship, orthopedagogy at the College of Higher Education of Ghent, Belgium, I did a 
project at Oye LENA with the toddlers. I chose to work around their personal document, more specifically how 

we could stimulate their development it’s use . Several parameters are observed, evaluated and mapped. A 
number of drawings were also put into their folder. I also made checklists on various topics, for example toilet 
visits, communication, ... to discover where they need to be supported even more. Together with the children I 

also decorated the document.

By Uma Vermeersch

I study orthopedagogy at the College of Higher Education of Ghent, Belgium, and in my project I actually wanted 
to improve  the fine motor skills of Jean-Pierre and Diana, two children with cerebral palsy. I had the intention to 
do so  in a creative and unconventional way. That is why looked for all kind of materials to work with: jigsaws, all 

kinds of paints, musical instruments, ... in order to “work” with the children in a funny atmosphere. During this 
project I found out what they were good at and what not. 

As a result I created a personal file, documenting the things I tried, what worked, what didn’t work, what they 
liked and disliked. Serving as a guide for the volunteers and teachers following me once I left the project and 

avoiding in this way that my successors would try something that had already been proven not to work. I really 
liked my job there and I hope sincerely it was useful for Oye Lena.

Door Charlotte Crockaert 



23-12-2016 Christmas at Oye LENA 
On the 23th of December we invited all our kids and their families to celebrate Christmas. The program contained 
some games, like the famous Peruvian game “lanza moneda”. It consists of a board of different numbers and the 
player has to throw (usually coins, but we played with bottle taps) his tap on a number to double or triple his 
taps. Afterwards each tap was used for tombola, where the parents could win clothes, school supplies or other 
useful things for their children. We also provided a photographer stand for the families and another very common 
game called “clips”. A mini disco with Christmas songs provided a festive entertainment and hot chocolate and 
Panettoni underlined the Christmas feeling. As every year the children prepare some activities for the parents, so 
also this year they proudly presented their dance and put a smile upon the faces of their families. Very popular 
and admired especially by the mothers, is the shopping at Oye LENA. Here the families can buy for 50cents (0,14 
eurocents) clothes, shoes and bags. Of course it wouldn´t be a Christmas party if there would not be any presents. 
First each family got a greeting card with pictures and later on each child and their siblings got another present, 
the girls a beautiful set of pearls for their hair and the boys a collection of cars. The joy, happiness and smile of the 
kids sprayed especially in this moment, will always stay in our minds. We thank everybody for their contribution 
and are happy to have spent such a beautiful time with our kids and their families. 

In december we had a hard month, saying goodbye to no less than 8 fantastic volunteers. One by one, they 
each made an effort for our kids in their own ways. They continued and refined existing projects, they painted a 
new welcome bord and christmas game, they worked out a physiotherapy plan for our kids with cerebral palsy, 
taught lessons, went on halloween tour and organised a splendid Christmas party! Thank you very much Delphine 
Vermersch, Uma Vermeersch, Charlotte Crockaert, Aurélien Steenhaut, Janne Bernaerts, Aze Peeters, Ophelia 
Spelmans and Aloe del Campo for your love and hard work!

Volunteers come and go!





Short Messages
Juan Diego received a present which was sent by post by his godmother Rita Houben.  Laura Moonen, 
godmother of Emerson and Jose Abel, offered extra cash so we were able to buy clothes for both boys. Thanks!
On the 14th of december we celebrated the birthday of Ruth Milagros with a small party and some icecream. 
This was made possible by her godmother and ex volunteer Laura Christiaens who donated a little extra! Ruth 
Milagros was also given a fun pink sweater and was very happy with it. 

Messages from Belgium
Janne Bernaerts gave a presentation for the municipality of Boechout and they decided to support the project 
with 500 euros. Oye LENA used this money to organize the christmas party and was able to buy every kid a 
christmas present. 

Caroline Naert, client of Nancy Aelbos who is in turn the mother of a volunteer and visitor of the project gave 30 
euros for the project. Thanks!

The youth service of the Flemish Community Commission held a teamday at the family farm “Neerhof”. They sold 
cookies and donate the profit of 265 euros to Oye LENA! Thank you very much to all the helping hands. 

In preparation of the christmas holiday, the students of the Sint-Jan Berchmansinstituut in Zonhoven collected 
as much “change money” as they could for Oye LENA. All together they collected 650 euros! Thank you very 
much to the school and its students. 

Short messages 

Oye LENA is looking for more godparents! 

Do you want to become a godparent to one of Oye LENA’s toddlers? 

If you do, you can offer a whole new future to a child for only a couple of eurocents a day. 
Thanks in advance! 

Godparents can let us know if they prefer to sponsor a boy or a girl, aged 3 or 4. 

When you become a godparent, you receive a picture and a drawing via e‐mail (two weeks 
after the first donation). Most communication will happen via e‐mail in order to keep costs 
down. If, however, you would like to receive regular mail on special occasions, you can leave 
us your address. 

If you do not want to send your godchild messages via mail or e‐mail, that is no problem at 
all.  If yes, you can do so  in English. We will make sure a  translation  is available. However, 
keep  in mind that our children are still very young. A nice picture will do more than a  long 
letter. Also, do not  forget that  it can take a while before your  letters arrive  in Peru.  If you 
want  to avoid  long waiting  times,  it  is also possible  to  send an e‐mail. We will make  sure 
your  e‐mail  gets  printed  and  given  to  the  child.  You  can  send  your  e‐mail  to 
oyelena.peru@gmail.com. 

The postal address is: 

ONG OYE LENA (Stefanie Van Erps) 
Oficina oficial de correos de Curahuasi, Curahuasi, Abancay, Apurimac, Peru  

It  is  also  possible  for  you  to  come  and  visit  the project  and  your  godchild,  just  tell us  in 
advance if you want to come over. 

In order to make sure payments go as smoothly as possible, it is best to use a standing order. 
That way, you automatically deposit a  fixed amount  into our bank account  (a minimum of 
€10 = €0.30 a day). Oye LENA has a Belgian bank account:  

BE28 06889753 0620  

BIC: GKCCBEBB 

The money  is not destined to your  individual godchild, but will be used  for EVERY child on 
the project, for: 

 buying  food and drinks. The children  receive a  free  lunch,  fruit, a  snack and drinks
every day;

 financing  visits  to  the  doctor’s,  where  the  children  receive  free  treatment  and
medication;

 buying toys and educational materials;
 celebrating birthdays and other festivities: cake and presents!

If you wish to stop being a godparent, you can do so anytime. You only have to send us an  
e‐mail and cancel your standing order. We will also keep you up to date with all the  latest 
developments of the project and your godchild! 

Lots of love, The Oye LENA – team
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Did you know ...  

You can receive a tax certificate for your donations from € 40 and more?! This certificate can 

be added  to your  tax declaration and  the amount of your donation will be deducted  from 

your taxable income. 

To determine  if you have the right to a tax certificate for a certain assessment year, all the 

donations  you  did  during  that  year  are  being  count  up  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  

assessment year.  If you reach a total sum of € 40 or more, you receive a tax certificate (at 

the  beginning  of  the  year  following  to  the  year  you  made  the  donation  in). 

Do you want  to know how much  is being deducted? Take a  look at  the  table below.   How 

much do you earn on an annual basis and what is your taxable income. 

Marginal tax rate per €40 ‐ tax deduction per €40 

€ 0,01 ‐ € 8.070   25%   € 10 

€ 8.070 ‐ € 11.480   30%       € 12 

€ 11.480 ‐ € 19.130   40%   € 16 

€ 19.130 ‐ € 35.060   45%   € 18 

€ 35.060 or more   50%   € 20 

The certificate will only be given for donation to 

the account number:  

IBAN BE48 5230 8027 2427 / BIC TRIOBEBB  

Leraars zonder Grenzen vzw, Jan de Graefstraat 7, 2600 Berchem  

with mention: “gift aan LzG, ONG Oye LENA”  



Did you know ...  

You can receive a tax certificate for your donations from € 40 and more?! This certificate can 

be added  to your  tax declaration and  the amount of your donation will be deducted  from 

your taxable income. 

To determine  if you have the right to a tax certificate for a certain assessment year, all the 

donations  you  did  during  that  year  are  being  count  up  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  

assessment year.  If you reach a total sum of € 40 or more, you receive a tax certificate (at 

the  beginning  of  the  year  following  to  the  year  you  made  the  donation  in). 

Do you want  to know how much  is being deducted? Take a  look at  the  table below.   How 

much do you earn on an annual basis and what is your taxable income. 

Marginal tax rate per €40 ‐ tax deduction per €40 

€ 0,01 ‐ € 8.070   25%   € 10 

€ 8.070 ‐ € 11.480   30%       € 12 

€ 11.480 ‐ € 19.130   40%   € 16 

€ 19.130 ‐ € 35.060   45%   € 18 

€ 35.060 or more   50%   € 20 

The certificate will only be given for donation to 

the account number:  

IBAN BE48 5230 8027 2427 / BIC TRIOBEBB  

Leraars zonder Grenzen vzw, Jan de Graefstraat 7, 2600 Berchem  

with mention: “gift aan LzG, ONG Oye LENA”  


