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For the first time, Oye Lena was represented on the “Flemish Holiday Fair” wich was held in Antwerp Expo from 
the 21th till the 25th of January. Several volunteers were present during those days to promote the project and 
convince visitors to come and volunteer at Oye Lena. Thank you very much Ingrid Vandekelder, Raquel ROdriguez, 
Kim Welman, Ilse Maertens, Lien Jacobs, Limme Van Den Abeele, Laura Peeters, Yannick De Strycker, Elisa Raes, 
Paulinge Van Aelst, SHana Berrevoets, Nina Van Belle, Maarten Van Rompaey, Maurane Desmet en Caroline 
Lettens. 

21/01/2016  Oye LENA on the Flemish Holiday Fair in Antwerp!

IN BELGIUM

Kids taking communion.. and learning about Oye Lena.

In Grimbergen, 70 boys and girls ready to take communion were taught about several forms of volunteer work, 
and so Oye Lena was asked to present its project. Hilde Brewaeys-Vandepitte and Ingrid Vandekelder talked about 
Oye Lena, using photos and stories of the kids in Curahuasi. They also explained the different possibilities to 
help out at the project, varying from volunteering or doing an internship, helping out the “working group” who 
support Oye Lena from Belgium, to donating and supporting local charity actions.  

The kids asked a bunch of questions and were very appealed by the project. Hilde and Ingrid surely convinced 
some future volunteers.. altough.. we (and they) might still have to wait a few years! Thank you very much ladies.



Collaboration between Wereld Missie Hulp and Oye LENA.
“Wereld Missie Hulp” is a non-profit organisation who helps 
people all over the word. Every year, they support around 2500 
NGO’s by donating a big part of the profit made by collecting 
and selling old clothes. 

Recently, Oye Lena had a meeting with them to discuss a possible 
collaboration. The discussions were fruitful and, as of 2016, Oye 
Lena will be one of the projects they support. 

In exchange, we will be lending a hand on their big party, 
celebrating their thirty years of existence, on april the 24th in 
Boechout. Their will be lots of music and animation, workshops, 
bouncing castles, foodtrucks and lots more! We’re pretty 
convinced it will be a fun they for both young and old.  

4 of our volunteers, Stijn Cools, Shana Berrevoets, Maarten Van 
Rompaey and Pauline Van Aelst will be doing a shift on the party. 
Are you willing to help for 2 or maybe even 4 hours? Send us a 
message!

If you wish, you can like their facebookpage: https://www.
facebook.com/wereldmissiehulp/ or visit their webpage: http://
www.wereldmissiehulp.be

Loyal supporters start project for kids with ASD.

Katrien Vanderweyden and Kaatje Van den Steene are two good friends of Oye LENA who have been helping and 
supporting us on a regular basis.  Together, they have started their own project, trying to help kids with Autism 
Spectrum DIsorder (ASS in Dutch). 

HouvASSt =  Kaatje & Katrien, two teachers with a degree in special education. They are also both following a 
course to become an integrative psychotherpaist. HouvASSt coaches kids, teens and young adults with ASS in 
order to provide them the guidance (= houvast in Dutch) in daily life. This can be relative to their school, home or 
to their working life.   HouvASSt strives to provide practical training with extra attention to the specific problems 
of each client. More information on: www.houvasst.com

FantASStisch =  a new association without lucrative purpose organising leisure activities for kids, teens and young 
adults with ASD, having a normal or elevated IQ. This is always offered in a nice framework with experienced and 
professional staff. In the future, fantASStisch will also offer formations to schools, parents, brothers and sisters,... 
FantASStisch does this, in cooperation with houvASSt.  More information on: www.vzwfantasstisch.com



... and Roger and Ronald provided the ice cream, cake, some extra clo-
thing for the kids and money for the project!

Roger and Ronald learned about the 
project through Christina Vandekelder 
and collected lots of toys and clothing 
before their trip to Peru. 

So, on the 25th of January, they 
arrived with a fully loaded suitcase and 
stayed at Casa Lena for a week. They 
enjoyed observing how the volunteers 
animated the children and decided 
they were doing a good job. 

So, they chipped in for Maria’s party 
and provided cake, ice cream and a gift 
for Maria. 

In our newsletter of September, we 
told you that Maria’s mother is very ill 
and is receiving treatment in Lima. 

This month, she had to return again 
for chemotherapy, but didn’t want to 
leave Maria. To get there, she could 
only afford a bus ticket, which would 
have taken her over 20 hours to get to 
Lima.  

Since we’ve gotten to know her so well, 
we decided that this simply wouldn’t 
do and decided to pay her plane ticket 
to Lima.  

We threw Maria a going-away party 
and invited her mom as well. Filled up 
on ice cream and cake, and with some 
extra toys for the road, Maria and her 
mom went of to Lima.

25/01/2016 Maria off to Lima with her mom.

IN CURAHUASI



During her time at the project, Kim Dierickx had 
always had a soft spot for Jean Pierre, our special kid 
with cerebral palsy. So, after she got back to Belgium, 
she decided to arrange for a new wheelchair for 
him.  She found a second hand one at the centre 
“Ganspoel” in Huldenberg, who were nice enough 
to donate it. However, it still needed some work, so 
she turned to the company Vigo N.V., who were so 
kind to refurbish the wheelchair for free! 

Afterwards, we had hoped to be able to transport 
the wheelchair with the container, but up until 
now we still hadn’t succeeded.  Remembering the 
successful transportation of Clariza’s wheelchair, we 
decided to bring it over on the plane with the next 
“willing”tourists coming to visit Oye Lena.

On the 25th of January, Christina Vandekelder, 
Stefanie’s aunt, came to Peru and brought along the 
wheelchair.  This was very good timing, since it was 
around Jean Pierre’s birthday and we couldn’t have 
wished for a better birthday present! Jean Pierre’s 
mother couldn’t believe it at first and asked us if “the 
wheelchair was really for him?” They both shined 
and enjoyed the party!  Thank you Kim, Centrum 
Ganspoel and Vigo N.V.

25/01/2016 Like Clariza, Jean Pierre is treated to a new wheelchair too!

They also gave a new pair of socks and underwear to the other kids. The rest of the clothes and toys in their suitcase 
were donated to the project.  Roger also handed over an envelope with 200 euros, donated by his brother.  On top 
of all those wonderful gestures, they will also organize a barbeque to raise some more funds for a new bus.  We 
will keep you posted and would like to thank these two fine gentlemen for their visit!





28/01/2016 Tablets for our special kids! 

Talking through gestures with our special kids.

In december we launched a call for tablets to use with our special kids to improve their communication skills. We 
had a lot of responses.  Gino Poublon, good friend of volunteer Daphné Holvoet and Jiri Vlaeminck both donated 
their tablets. Good friend Lien Jacobs donated her Ipad. 

Thank you very much to the  three of you, we will keep you posted about the progress the kids make.

Last year, we told you that we had started teaching Lucho, who is blind but also has a speaking disorder, sign 
language. Using this technique, we taught him how to tell us, as well as his family, what he wants to do, where 
he wants to go, where he is hurting and whether he needs to go to the bathroom. The project was developed by 
Laura Verstappen and since then, the technique has also been taught to other kids like Reyson (6, ASD) and Maria 
(13, Down syndrome).

Now, thanks to Laura Vlieghe, student Remedial teaching at VIVES (Kortrijk) staying at the project from February 
till the end of May, we have decided to take it to a next level. Laura is working out a project to teach these kids 
more signs, starting from the official Peruvian sign language. She is also initiating our Peruvian teacher Susi into 
sign language and she’s teaching co-volunteers and co-students which signs to use during the songs and the books 
we read to the children as a means of support of song and speech.

She is utterly motivated and enthusiastic, and she has to be, because it is a study which requires many hours of 
research. But her efforts bear results: already, Reyson, Maria and Lucho can express themselves more easily with 
an elaborated vocabulary and their growing sense of well-being is clearly noticeable. Many other children have 
taken over the signs very easily. Hopefully their family members and the inhabitants of Curahuasi will follow their 
example soon!

Text by Kathleen Loos



22/02/2016 Fiesta de promoción = graduation party! 

On Monday the 22th of February, there was a party in Curahuasi. Schools in Peru always have a Promotion party for their 
pupils who graduate. Oye Lena follows this tradition and that’s why our oldest toddlers, who will enter primary school in 
March, were celebrated.

Carol Eva, Nohelia, Flor, Wilde, David, Brayan, Judith, Yimmy and Reyson were put in the spotlights. They all received a 
present, a  graduation hat and a real diploma that Stefanie handed out during a real ceremony. We will really miss them! 
Reyson, who has a speaking disorder, will keep on coming to the project on a daily base for another year.

Unfortunately, Brayan wasn’t at the ceremony because,he and his brother unexpectedly moved to Cachoro a few days before 
the ceremony. We will keep you posted when we know more…

The volunteers had prepared a stunning show: ‘Peru tiene talento’ (Peru’s got talent). The kids were divided into 5 groups 
and they gave the best of themselves in a song, a rap, … supported by signs.  3 professional members of a jury gave expert 
comments afterwards and decided that all the children were winners.  The audience (parents, brothers, sisters, …) enjoyed 
the show and, of course, everyone received a drink and lots of candy. 

It was a very successful evening!
                    Text by Roel Verhart



Every two months, we take the kids to the hoth springs in 
Cconoc. Now, the group of toddlers has become so big that 
we have to split them up into two groups. The first group 
goes in the morning, the second one in the afternoon. 

So on Thursday the 18th of February we had another day of 
water fun planned. The kids look forward to these trips every 
time because most of them don’t have the opportunity to go 
swimming with their parents. They were so enthusiastic that 
some of them were almost in the pool before changing into 
their bathing suits. 

We always ask for one pool to be emptied just low enough 
so all kids can stand. This way, they can really enjoy the trip 
to the fullest. The volunteers also had a lot of fun in the pool 
but after what seem to be the shortest hour in history, the 
kids have to get dressed and drive back to Curahuasi. 

Text by Mayan Praats

18/02/2016 Swimming in the hot pools with the toddlers!



25/02/2016 And of course we did he same with our special kids.

On the 25th of February, we also treated our 
special kids to another round of swimming fun. We 
picked up Lucho, Maria and Clariza and took them 
to the natural pools of Cconoc. Unfortunately, 
Fernandito and Jean-Pierre couldn’t come. 

After an eventful ride, with Lucho getting sick 
from all the turns, we arrived for a nice breakfast 
in Cconoc. It was a beautiful day and Clariza 
had great fun with Katleen while Lucho enjoyed 
throwing rocks in the smaller, warmer pool.  

Maria had fun in her own freespirited way, joining 
the others whenever she felt like it and changing 
pools and escort at her wish. 

The shower afterwards gave so much pleasure 
that it was hard to make them leave. But, in the 
end we had to, and we drove back to Curahuasi 
tired but satisfied.  

Text by Lora Mennes and Laura Vlieghe.



The end of the holidays.. and thus the end of our holiday schedule.

As we’ve told you in our last newsletter, there are no alternatives for school during the holidays: no extra curricular 
activities, no camps, no childcare services. 

So, this year, we decided to stay open and take care of the kids all day. This decision was made because we know 
for a fact that some of the kids don’t receive enough food when school are closed since some households really 
count on the meals they provide in the schools.

We also invited our graduated toddlers for a few weeks back at Oye Lena.  The kids were picked up at 9 o’clock in 
the morning and stayed until four thirty. They received breakfast, lunch and a snack and were able to play, learn 
and enjoy all day. We welcomed over 30 toddlers every day and our special kids came more regularly. 

It was an intense period but one definitely worth repeating!

26/02/2016 Holiday program big success!



A while ago, we decided to expand our playground because we lacked space to play ball games, use the steps and, 
more importantly, for the kids in wheelchairs. Clariza can move around independently with her new wheelchair 
but had only limited space to do so and found herself left out of most of the fun during recess. 

Our old playground consists of two  levels, a concrete playground on the upper level, connected to a lawn with 
playing equipment via a slope.  This slope was transformed into a wall and was filled up so we could add 108 m² 
to the upper level. 

The kids can go down to the lower level using the new stairs or slide and play in the lawn where our old swing has 
been replaced and the “tyre-dragon” and seesaws are still very popular!  Upstairs, we were finally able to install 
the slide we had ordered a year ago thanks to the donation of Kasterlinden. The rest of the playing equipment was 
payed for by Oye Lena thanks to the monthly donations of our godparents. Thank you very much, without your 
support we wouldn’t be able to realize these developments.  So now, extra fun for everyone!

28/02/2016 New playground, two slides and a swing set!



In our previous newsletter, you found out that we went to the German hospital Diospy Suyana with Marleni to see 
what could be done about her broken leg. At that visit, the doctors told us that she would need surgery, but that it 
needed to be done by a traumatologist, which they didn’t have at the time. So, they told us to wait for his arrival. 
When he finally arrived in January, we returned to the hospital with Marleni and her leg was examined once 
more.  This came with good news because X-rays showed that her leg was growing back into the right position. 
They proposed to wait for another six months and to use a special shoe sole in the meantime.  We will keep you 
posted about her progress and hope we can avoid surgery.

Marleni’s operation postponed.

Student Eline improves parent participation..

 During two parent-teacher meetings in september and october, Eline gave a few workshops to teach parents how 
to make games from costless materials. This was continued during classes in Oye Lena with the kids where they 
had the opportunity to make their own toys and put them in their personal play bag.  Since the kids here have 
little or no toys, they now have the opportunity to play educational games at home. 

 In november, Eline visited as many parents as possible in their homes to play these games together and try to get 
some details on the children’ home situation in a playful way.  From their side, the parents had a lot of questions 
about the daily routines in Oye Lena and what we consider our priorities.  Although it wasn’t simple to reach all 
parents, this  playful method turned out to be a pleasant and less confronting way to contact the parents. In the 
future, Oye Lena will continue these housecalls on a daily basis to improve and maintain the contact between 
parents and the project. 

Tekst by Eline Schepens



Short messages

Ex-volunteer Laura Peeters and 
Fons Aerts have donated a little 
extra for their godchildren David 
and Joncito so that Stefanie could 
buy a nice present for them. 

THe boys were very happy with 
their dinosaurs.  Thanks a lot!

In december, Marijke Lietaert 
visited her home neighbour and 
friend Sara Defoor on the project. 
Together wit Sarah’s and Stefanie’s 
family, she celebrated christmas  
before continuing her trip through 
Peru. In her suitcase, she brought 
a bunch of fun stuff and she also 
donated 150 euros. Thanks a lot!

Hilde and Luc Breways told 
their daughter, Annelies, to buy 
a present for Lucho’s birthday 
(their godchild)  while she was 
volunteering on the project. He 
also received a nice letter from his 
other godmother Brigitte Vanhove. 
Thank you all very much for making 
his day a lot  more special!

Clariza received mail twice this 
month: she received a nice package 
from both her godmothers! This 
meant a lot to Clariza! Thank you 
very much!

If it were up to her, Sharon Willaert  would have come to Peru to help out on the project in 2016. Unfortunately, 
her job doesn’t give her that liberty. So, she decided to support the project with a donation of 50 euros. Thank 
you, and we hope to welcome you in 2017.

Students Laura Christiaens and Kattoo De Bondt sold American wine to some friends and family and delivered it at 
their homes. It must have been good wine because, in total, they collected 400 euros for the project. Thank you 
very much to everyone supporting these girls.

This month, we also received some generous donations to ensure our daily operation: 440 euros from Dr. Marian 
Duerr, 100 euros from Willy Demaeseneer, 240 euros from Dierckx Wim, 100 euros from family Kestens - Van 
Humbeeck and 50 euros from Mr. Erwin De Beleir. Catherine Brouckaert, mom of student Sarah Defoor, was also 
feeling generous and donated 400 euros. Thank you very much everyone because this support is needed to keep 
things running smoothly!

IN BELGIUM

IN PERU



Godmother Lieselot Bronselaer 
gave a little extra for Romina, who 
received a beautiful doll and was 
clearly very happy with it! Thanks!

Godmother Ine Gorissen also 
wanted to treat Janeth to a little 
something. Janeth received a 
collection of dolls from Frozen and 
was very happy with her present! 
Thank you very much!

Reyson and Zharit finally received 
their christmas cards from their 
godparents Erica Godts en Leo 
en Nicole Neeckx. Long live the 
Peruvian mail system! Thanks 
though!

Peter and Greet Van Rompaey- 
Tonnaer,  parents in law of volunteer 
Shana, bevame the godparents 
of Selena (sister of Zharit Lluvitza 
and Reyson) and already sent her 
a package! She loved it, thank you!

Greet Theuns, music teacher in 
the Sint-Jozef institute (Kontich) 
donated money for a guitar.  

Her colleague and volunteer 
Katleen Loos bought one in 
Cuzco and made the daily 
opening circle even more fun.  
She accompanies all the new, as 
well as the old songs and brings 
them to a next level! THanks!

Godmother Manon Zoumaé sent 
a package for her godchild Ruth 
Milagros! It took over 2 months for 
it to arrive, but when it finally did, 
it made Ruth very happy! Thank 
you!

Godmother Gillian Bombeeck also 
asked Annelies to buy a present 
for Liset which made for another 
happy kid! Thanks! Ruth Milagros

Reyson & Zharit

Liset

Selena



Feliz Cumpleaños!
!

 Not only Lucho and Jean Pierre celebrated their birthdays 
recently.  Damaris, Elias and Nohelia also blew out some 
candles!

Volunteers come and go!
De voorbije maanden namen we afscheid van twee studenten Eline Schepens en Sara Defoor, twee studenten 
orthopedagogie van UGent. Over hun projecten kon u alvast lezen: Eline ging verder met ouderbetrokkenheid en 
Sara startte met speelkoffers in thema’s die we mee nemen naar bergschooltjes. Beiden hebben dat schitterend  
gedaan.  Ergotherapeute Marlies Van de Velde, ging aan de slag met onze buitengewoontjes en werkte aan hun 
handelingsplan. 



Caroline Dufour and Annelies Brewaeys worked with our toddlers for a few weeks. Two enthusiastic chicks who  
made for a lot of funny moments!

Melanie Deckers and Patrick Van de Velde visited Casa LENA  en helped out on the project! 



In our last newsletter, we said goodbye to 
Maurane, Caroline, Hans and Arnaud, but we 
forgot to post their  pictures... Our mistake 
but we’re making it right!

Oye LENA cannot survive withouth all the 
wonderful efforts of our volunteers! Thank 
you very much, you will be missed. 



Welcome to our newest godparents...
Visiters of Casa Lena, M Peys en J Pekaar, as well as Courtois Sophie Helene, Sneyers Cinthia  and Van Rompaey-
Tonnaer Peter and Greet. Thank you very much for your support and donations. We will keep you posted about 
all the developments of the kids and the project!

last but not least... an update on the bus!
In november and december we collected 14216 Euro. These past two months another 1040.5 euro was donated 
bringing the total to 15256,5!  Thanks a lot everyone!

50 euros  LOOS - BENOY
50 euros  VAN DEN BLEEKEN HERMAN
47,5 euros  FLORIDOR - LENS
38 euros  Dhr. VAN DEN MEUTTER LOUIS
47,5euros VAN KERCKHOVEN MARC
47,5 euros  MAGDA TAVERNIER
285 euros PANIS - VAN LOOCK
190 euros  VERHOEVEN MARIE
142,5 euros  MAES - SPINOY
47,5euros AERTSEN BRAM - VERWINNEN STEFANIE
47,5 euros  D’HELFT - GRAUWELS
47,5 euros  VERMEYLEN - VANWESEMAEL

P.S. Our financial report of 2015 is ready. If you would like to have a look, please send an email to 
oyelena.peru@gmail.com.



Only for those who live in Belgium: Did you know ...  

You can receive a tax certificate for your donations from € 40 and more?! This certificate can 

be added  to your  tax declaration and  the amount of your donation will be deducted  from 

your taxable income. 

To determine  if you have the right to a tax certificate for a certain assessment year, all the 

donations  you  did  during  that  year  are  being  count  up  at  the  beginning  of  the  next 

assessment year.  If you reach a total sum of € 40 or more, you receive a tax certificate (at 

the  beginning  of  the  year  following  to  the  year  you  made  the  donation  in). 

Do you want  to know how much  is being deducted? Take a  look at  the  table below.   How 

much do you earn on an annual basis and what is your taxable income. 

Marginal tax rate per €40 ‐ tax deduction per €40 

€ 0,01 ‐ € 8.070   25%   € 10 

€ 8.070 ‐ € 11.480   30%       € 12 

€ 11.480 ‐ € 19.130   40%   € 16 

€ 19.130 ‐ € 35.060   45%   € 18 

€ 35.060 or more   50%   € 20 

The certificate will only be given for donation to 

the account number:  

IBAN BE48 5230 8027 2427 / BIC TRIOBEBB  

Leraars zonder Grenzen vzw, Jan de Graefstraat 7, 2600 Berchem  

with mention: “gift aan LzG, ONG Oye LENA”  



Oye LENA is looking for more godparents! 

Do you want to become a godparent to one of Oye LENA’s toddlers? 

If you do, you can offer a whole new future to a child for only a couple of eurocents a day. 
Thanks in advance! 

Godparents can let us know if they prefer to sponsor a boy or a girl, aged 3 or 4. 

When you become a godparent, you receive a picture and a drawing via e‐mail (two weeks 
after the first donation). Most communication will happen via e‐mail in order to keep costs 
down. If, however, you would like to receive regular mail on special occasions, you can leave 
us your address. 

If you do not want to send your godchild messages via mail or e‐mail, that is no problem at 
all.  If yes, you can do so  in English. We will make sure a  translation  is available. However, 
keep  in mind that our children are still very young. A nice picture will do more than a  long 
letter. Also, do not  forget that  it can take a while before your  letters arrive  in Peru.  If you 
want  to avoid  long waiting  times,  it  is also possible  to  send an e‐mail. We will make  sure 
your  e‐mail  gets  printed  and  given  to  the  child.  You  can  send  your  e‐mail  to 
oyelena.peru@gmail.com. 

The postal address is: 

ONG OYE LENA (Stefanie Van Erps) 
Oficina oficial de correos de Curahuasi, Curahuasi, Abancay, Apurimac, Peru  

It  is  also  possible  for  you  to  come  and  visit  the project  and  your  godchild,  just  tell us  in 
advance if you want to come over. 

In order to make sure payments go as smoothly as possible, it is best to use a standing order. 
That way, you automatically deposit a  fixed amount  into our bank account  (a minimum of 
€10 = €0.30 a day). Oye LENA has a Belgian bank account:  

BE28 06889753 0620  

BIC: GKCCBEBB 

The money  is not destined to your  individual godchild, but will be used  for EVERY child on 
the project, for: 

 buying  food and drinks. The children  receive a  free  lunch,  fruit, a  snack and drinks
every day;

 financing  visits  to  the  doctor’s,  where  the  children  receive  free  treatment  and
medication;

 buying toys and educational materials;
 celebrating birthdays and other festivities: cake and presents!

If you wish to stop being a godparent, you can do so anytime. You only have to send us an  
e‐mail and cancel your standing order. We will also keep you up to date with all the  latest 
developments of the project and your godchild! 

Lots of love, The Oye LENA – team 
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